St. Nahi’s Podcast Trail
Failte romhat go Seipeal Teach Nahi agus failte romhat go ‘St Nahi’s Graveyard Trail’

 Welcome.  To follow this trail will take about 45 mins to 1 hour.

Here we are at the gates of St Nathi’s Graveyard on Upper Churchtown Road.  This graveyard is in The Parish of Taney. The word Taney is derived from Teach Nahi, the House of Nahi. 
It is said that St Nahi built his church on this site around the year 600AD.  It would have been made of wood from the surrounding forests that stretched from Glencree valley to Ranelagh. They are many records that mention St Nahis Church. One shows that a church was built about 800AD probably on the site of the older church building.  A report from Cardinal Paparos, ????, in 1152 confirms that a church was standing here at that date. A Papal bull issued by Pope Alexander in 1179 refers to St Nahis and the bull in the Liber Niger of Archbishop Alan of Dublin from 1528 to 1534 also mentions this church.

In 1630 it was recorded that the church had fallen into disrepair and was in a ruinous condition. When the church was rebuilt in 1760 a chalice was presented to the church by Archdeacon Isaac This chalice is still held in the parish and the inscription on it records the consecration date of the new church. By 1909 the entire roof had to be replaced and this was completed by 1910. The church is a plain building externally but contains many wonderful stained glass windows. These were the work of An Tur Gloinne, a group led by Alfred Ernest Childe and Catherine O’Brien.  In the baptistry the window by Evie Hone depicts The Annunciation and was placed here in 1923.  Also in the baptistery is the font that was used in the baptism of Arthur Wellesley KCB, The Duke of Wellington. It was originally in St Peters Church and on the closure of that church it was presented to St Nahis.  Other artefacts within the church are two Rathdown Slabs which were found in the graveyard in 2003/2004. These are thought to be burial slabs that date from the era when Vikings would have converted to Christianity, approximately 100AD. They are found uniquely in graveyards in the Barony of Rathdown, South Co Dublin. At St Nahis the first slab was discovered by archaeologist, Chris Corlett of the Office of Public Works. The second slab was discovered by John Lennon, Dundrums local historian. They are on display in the church where they are held for safe keeping. St Nahis Church also contains embroideries which were donated by the Yeats sisters.

Before we commence the graveyard podcast trail I would like to make a few points relating to health and safety issues. 

You are about to enter a graveyard which dates back to the 6th century….. so therefore, as is typical of ancient sites and their gradual dynamics,  we will meet some uneven surfaces and steps on the journey around the trail.   Some of the gravestones are in a delicate condition and require careful approach and handling. It is essential that this monumental site is treated with the greatest respect at all times.  Photographs may be taken and any  questions you may have about the site may be left in an envelope at the Taney Church Office.

It is a good exercise…. before embarking on the journey around the graveyard…. to remain here at these gates and to take a minute to imagine what this site may have looked like in medieval times. The circular shape of the road to the west and south-west of the church depicts the typical circular shape of early medieval monastic sites. It has been confirmed that, indeed, the site at St Nahis was protected by two circular structures. The archaeological investigators, Margaret Gowen & Company Ltd carried out an excavation in 2007/08 on the land opposite the entrance to St Nahi’s prior to development in the grounds of Notre Dame School.  This excavation, under the direction of Edmond O’Donovan, revealed  a V-shaped Circular Ditch which was approximately 1.6 metres deep and 2.8 metres wide…..This defensive ditch was situated concentrically at a distance of approximately 50 metres from the present circular road that surrounds the current site. This ditch was dated to 600AD. During the same excavation a house or a farm was found which dated back to the 14th or early 15th century. This could have been a Rectory or a high class farmhouse

 The Archaeologists found here a Medieval Well  which was 3.1 metres wide and 6.75 metres deep. Inside the well were Medieval Shoes, Dublin type Ware Jugs, Flemish Redware Jugs, a Saintonge Jug and a Leinster Cooking Ware Jug. Other items found on the site were Medieval Pins, Clasp, Buttons and Brooches.

We are aware from historical records that St Nahi’s grew in importance over time. It was responsible for a number of other churches in the area. Cardinal Paperos, who visited Ireland in 1152 AD mentions in his report that St Nahis/Taney  was a Rural See or Bishopric. The district was under the jurisdiction of Archpresbyters who were known as Rural Bishops. They were the predecessors to the Rural Deans of today.

There are many interesting and distinguished people buried  in St Nahi’s churchyard. The various memorials, old and new, make interesting reading.
We now enter St Nahi’s churchyard and see, from the plaque on the church wall,  that the gates are dedicated to Canon William Monk Gibbon. They were erected around 1936 by the parishioners of Taney. Canon Monk Gibbon was Rector of Taney Parish for 34 years from 1901 to 1935.  He is buried here, on the left as you enter the graveyard, with his family. This grave is‘Stop No 1 on St Nahi’s Pod Trail.  Canon Monk Gibbon was born in Dublin in 1864 and was educated at Trinity College. He  married  Isabella Agnes Pollock and they had 7 children.  While rector of Taney Parish he was also responsible for St Thomas’s Church at Foster Avenue, Mt Merrion.
During his time as Rector at Taney, ..around 1909,..  Canon Monk Gibbon initiated the restoration of St Nahi’s Church which had fallen into a sad state of repair. It is understood that he repaired and constructed some of the roof himself. He also chose some of the beautiful stained glass windows which can be seen in the church to this day.  Canon William Monk Gibbon was a hard working enthusiastic person and is remembered in all his three churches by special memorials. At St Nahi’s there are the Entrance Gates and in the church itself there are two Stained Glass Windows….one dedicated to William Monk Gibbon which depicts “After the Transfiguration”.. and one dedicated to his wife Isabella Agnes which depicts “Christ blessing little Children.”  In Christ Church Taney there is a holy table raised on a marble base. .. and at St Thomas’s there is the Monk Gibbon Memorial Hall.  His son, William Monk Gibbon, is buried in front of his father’s grave. This man was a great Writer and Poet and wrote 6 autobiographical works covering his life. He also wrote books on Film, Ballet and Travel. He was a great friend of the Yeats sisters who worshipped at St Nahis and whose grave we will visit later on our trail.
We will now proceed to St Nahi’s Pod Trail Stop Number 2. As we walk straight ahead, past the door of the church, we see the Garden of Remembrance which is currently used for Cremation burials. This was once a burial plot for Dundrum Asylum and was given to the parish  in the 1990’s.
Now turn right around the corner of the church, and  halfway down the church follow the arrow pointing left to  St Nahi’s Pod Trail Stop Number 3.  This is a Hamilton Family Grave. These Hamiltons had aristocratic ancestry and the family appear in Burkes Irish Family Records.  Canon William Alfred Hamilton was Rector of Taney Parish from 1867 to 1895. He was born on the 19th March 1824  and was the   fourth son of the Right Reverend Henry Hamilton, Bishop of Ossory.  He was educated at Trinity College Dublin and received his BA in1846 & his Doctor of Divinity  in 1877. He married Henrietta Catherine Cole on the 10th January 1849 and they had 9 children.  This is one of the many Hamilton Family Graves that are situated in various parts of the graveyard and which provide a wonderful guide to their  family tree. There are 7 Hamiltons and 4 Kinahans (which were in-laws ) buried in these graves.
It is recorded that while William Alfred Hamilton was Rector at Taney he had a great relationship with the Parish Priest of Holy Cross Church Dundrum. He handed over,.. as a gift,.. the Protestant Chapel in Dundrum Asylum to the Catholic Authorities and also donated £ 150  for its repairs and decoration.  On the day of his funeral in February 1897 both Catholic and Protestant carried his remains through  Dundrum to St Nahi’s Graveyard. His wife Henrietta ,who died some months later was accorded a similar gesture .  An act of ecumenism carried out over 100 years ago! 
It can be seen from one of these headstones, that the Barrister and writer Francis Erlington Ball was married to Florence, one of Canon Hamiltons daughters. Ball co-wrote the history ‘ The Parish of Taney’ with Everard Hamilton, and this book was published in 1895. His grave is situated between pod trail stops 10 and 11 and will be pointed out at that stage.
We will now proceed to St Nahi’s Pod Trail Stop - Number 4 by moving back onto the path alongside the church and then taking a left turn.  Here on the right you will find the grave of Seamus Brennan TD who held many ministerial positions with Fianna Fail.  Seamus Brennan, TD and Minister, was born in Galway on the 16th of February 1948. He was educated at St Josephs Secondary School Galway, Galway University and UCD Dublin. He studied Economics and Commerce and qualified as an Accountant.  Seamus Brennan represented Dublin South in the Dail continuously for 27 years, topping the Poll on several occasions in nine General Elections and one local election.  He was described as a ‘Master Politician’…….. He knew how people felt and thought…. He could relate so well to them that he certainly was a man of the people.   He was so experienced yet no job was too small for him to tackle and every job was carried with the highest efficiency.  He was selected as General Secretary of the Fianna Fail Party in 1973 at the young age of 25!  He is sadly missed by both his party and the local people of Dundrum.

We now proceed towards St Nahi’s Pod Trail Stop Number 5….Continue along this path and shortly turn to the Right at the Yew Tree.…A few steps further on… and on the left another interesting person’s grave may be found.  Tony Cullen died on the 28th August 1964. He was the Clerk for Holy Cross Church Dundrum for 50 years ….What dedication!!

We now move further down this path until another path on the right is reached.  The first grave on the right, past this side path, is that of of Doctor Isaac William Usher. This is St Nahi’s Pod Trail  Stop Number 6.  Dr Usher was the Local Dispensary Doctor in Dundrum. He was also the Local Representative on the Rathdown District Council.  Dr Usher  lived at Laurel Lodge. He had 2 sons, Isaac and Bloomfield Neylon, and 1 daughter, Rose Priscilla.  He was much loved by the people of Dundrum. Unfortunately, he was killed in the Car Park of Dundrum Railway Station when rushing to catch a train on the 24th February 1917. A reversing car knocked him down. He was 76 at the time.  Following his death the Church of Ireland Community of Taney erected a Monument to honour this great mans service to all the community. This monument can be seen today in Main Street  Dundrum….just outside The Ulster Bank.
We now proceed towards St Nahi’s Pod Trail Stop Number 7. We  move down the path to the boundary wall of the graveyard but before reaching the wall ….on the left … the Yeats Grave is to be found. The Yeats family lived for a number of years at Gurteen Dhas on Lr Churchtown Road…..just opposite the ‘Bottle Tower Pub’.   Buried in this grave are the Yeats sisters  …Susan Mary (known as Lily) and Elizabeth Corbett (known as Lolly). These are the sisters of WB Yeats and Jack B Yeats.  They attended St Nahi’s Church regularly and were great friends to the poet William Monk Gibbon. It is said that he would call to them each Sunday morning and walk them to the service in St Nahi’s Church! Part of Susans date of death is missing on the headstone. This should read 194??
Lily and Lolly were artists who studied in the Metropolition School of Art in Kildare Street and received extra tuition at RDS classes.  They were involved in Dun Emer Industries Dundrum which were founded by Evelyn Gleeson in 1902. This business produced…Weaving…Embroidery…Printing… and other such skills.   Lolly was the first woman to run a private printing press in Ireland. Lily and Lolly  donated and presented 4 embroideries of Biblical scenes to the parish of Taney and these can be seen at the back of the altar in St Nahi’s Church .  Lily and Lolly’s father,  John Butler Yeats,  is also buried in this grave.  We could talk a lot about the Yeats family but we know that there are lots of books written about them. So we suggest you may like to visit your local library to obtain more information and history on the family.

We now turn about and go back up the hill towards the church and to St Nahi’s Pod Trail Stop Number 8. To arrive at it, take the next turn on the left. About half way along this path, on the left, you will see a Celtic Cross gravestone. You will need to leave the path to examine this memorial…be careful …the ground is very rough…

This is the gravestone of Lorcan Mac Suibhne . He was a member of the 1st Battalion of the 2nd Dublin Brigade of the IRA.On the 5th July 1922 near Castledermot Co Kildare a skirmish occurred between the National Army Troops and the Republicans. In a report in The Leinster Leader it was stated that there were a number of clashes on this occasion and that a young man named as Laurence Sweeney from Goatstown  had been shot dead. He was in his twenty first year. His remains were sent home for burial in St Nahi’s Graveyard.  On the 5th July 1925 this memorial was unveiled  to Lorcan Mac Suibhne’s memory by Eamon De Valera … late President of Ireland and former Taoiseach of the Fianna Fail Party.  Included in the attendance at this unveiling were …Sean Mc Entee…Count Plunkett…Sean o’Uadhaigh…F H O’Neill… Eamon Donnelly…’Onion’ Quinn…Andy Mc Donnell  and Paddy Brennan.   It is said to have been one of the largest gathering ever seen in St Nahi’s Graveyard. 

We now go back to the path and proceed left towards the boundary wall of the cemetery to St Nahi’s Pod Trail Stop Number 9.  
Near the wall on the right hand side you will see the gravestone of James Burke. James was one of the casualties of the day that goes down in history as Bloody Sunday.  He was attending a Challenge Match between Dublin and Tipperary in Croke Park on the 21st November 1920 when he was shot dead by the British Forces.  The background to this shooting is that,…. on the morning of the 21st November 1920 selected individuals from the IRA converged on several houses in Dublin City and shot dead 14 British Agents who had recently arrived in Dublin to smash Michael Collins Intelligence System.  Later that day there were fifteen thousand spectators at the match in Croke Park where the proceeds were for the Republican Prisoners Dependence Fund .  At 2.45pm, in retaliation for the murders of the British Agents, the British Army opened fire at the spectators and players. Twelve spectators were killed .One of them was James Burke.  An interesting point about James Burkes headstone is that the inscription reads …’Killed in  Croke Park November 21st 1921’. This, of course, should read 1920.  Two players were also killed that day, Jim Egan and the Captain of the Tipperary team, Michael Hogan. A new stand was built in Croke Park in 1924 and named The Hogan Stand .

We now turn back along the path and proceed towards St Nahi’s Pod Trail Stop Number 10. 

Half way along this path on the left hand side (nearly opposite Lorcan Mac Suibhne grave) is the grave of Everard Hamilton BA, previously mentioned on the trail at the Hamilton Graves (No 3). We are very grateful to this man as he co-wrote with Francis Erlington Ball, the history, ‘The Parish of Taney ‘ in 1895.   This book holds the oldest historical records we can find on St Nahi’s cemetery. For this we thank him and Erlington Ball.
We now move along the path towards the T junction and turn left. Go up this path and then turn left at the next junction.  Keep with the curve on this path and soon on your right you will see part of a monument which looks like a wall. It is quite delicate so be careful.  This is St Nahi’s Pod Trail Stop Number 11 and this is the grave of Patrick Bride. The following information on Patrick Bride came from Ball and Hamilton’s book ‘The Parish of Taney 1895.

Patrick Bride of Stephens Green died on the 29th September 1808 aged 88. He had been an eminent Druggist and retired in 1773. He served as High Sheriff for the city of Dublin in 1780 and elected as Director of the Bank of Ireland in 1784. He served as Governor of the Bank of Ireland in 1805 and 1806.

Now return to the path and follow it up the hill to the side of the church. In front of you, a little to the right, is a headstone with the name ‘Pigot’. Turn left here and immediately on the   right you will come to St Nahi’s Pod Trail Stop Number 12. 

This is the grave of George Johnstone Stoney who was born in 1826 in Co Offaly. He was the elder brother of Bindon Blood Stoney who was Chief Engineer for Dublin Docks from 1848 to 1862 and who was responsible for the rebuilding of Grattan Bridge and O’Connell Bridge, Dublin.  George Johnstone himself was a Mathematical Physicist.   The main claim to fame for George Johnstone Stoney that he invented the term Electron, one of natures fundamental particles. The word Electron is now used in all scientific writings all over the world . He campaigned for higher education to be opened up to woman.  George Johnstone Stoney received many distinctions in his life. He was the first to receive the Boyle Medal from the Royal Dublin Society.  This medal is awarded for Scientific Excellence and   every year since 1899,  the Boyle Medal is presented to a recipient at Trinity College. The Bursary was worth  €40,000 in 2003.  Stoney Road in Dundrum was named in his honour. 
We move further along the path and on your left you will find Pod Trail Stop Number 13.The monument here is very delicate so be careful. It is Haliday’s grave.  William Haliday was a passionate student of languages. He learned Latin and Greek at school but added Hebrew, Persian, Arabic and Sanskrit to his list of languages …by reading many books himself. His greatest love of language was Irish. In 1808 at the age of 20 he published an Irish Grammar.

In 1811 He published the first volume of translation …from Irish… of Doctor Jeffrey Keatinges ..History of Ireland  …a volume  from the earliest time of the English Invasion.  William married in 1812 just six months before he died of consumption. He was buried in St Nahi’s graveyard  on the 26th October 1812.
Williams younger brother, Charles, greatly lamented his death and always spoke of him with great affection. In Charles Halidays book…’The Scandinavian Kingdom of Dublin’…there are letters printed that were exchanged between Charles and William and that show this great affection.  A number of writers have written and commented about the monument of William Haliday in St Nahi’s graveyard. John Dalton wrote about it in the …History of County Dublin in 1838. The Parliamentary Press of 1845/46 also mentions the Haliday grave.  Although William Haliday was only 24 when he died …he had an accurate knowledge of Latin, Hebrew Arabic and most European languages. 

We now go further along this path  towards St Nahi’s Pod Trail Stop Number 14. This is situated a very short distance on the right  and is the grave of  Patrick Doyles.  Patrick Doyle was killed in action at Crossling Co Dublin on the 7th July 1922. He was a native of Milltown.  Patrick was a prominent Gaelic Leager and did great work to restore the Irish Language. He was a member of  E Company of the 3rd Battalion of the IRA. There is a road in the Windy Arbour/Milltown area named after him.

Further along this path, on the left, we reach St Nahi’s Pod Trail Stop number 15. It is the grave of  Doctor Whitley Stokes. Watch your step as the ground is very uneven.  Dr. Stokes was an eminent physician and medical writer.  He was born in 1763 and was one of the five children of Rev George Gabriel Stokes.  Doctor Stokes was educated at The Endowed School in Waterford and won a scholarship to Trinity College at the age of 15 years. He entered Trinity College in 1779 and graduated in 1783. He was appointed Kings Professor of Practice of Medicine that same year. He was Regis Professor of Physics in 1830. He married Mary Ann Picknoll in 1782. They had 10 children.  As a young man Whitely Stokes joined the United Irishman and won great admiration of Wolf Tone.  In 1796 Whitely Stokes was a member of the Trinity College Corps of Yeoman and was responsible for two bridges on the Grand Canal during the Rebellion of 1798.  In 1814 he published an Irish / English Dictionary at his own expense. He was instrumental in founding The Botanic Gardens and the Zoological Gardens in Dublin.  Doctor Whitely Stokes joined the staff of the Meath Hospital in 1818 and was made Professor of Medicine in The Royal College of Surgeons in 1819.  He distinguished himself by his treatment of Typhus during the epidemics of 1817 and 1827.  He wrote books on contagious diseases and Respiration Problems but also wrote books on Poetry.  He was a pioneer in the area of Geology and Meteorology….and made a number of original contributions in these fields.
Rather go into private practice, he devoted most of his time to giving medical attention to the poor. He died in 1845. Doctor Whitely Stokes  was the first of a long line of doctors and leaders in many fields. To this day there are still descendents of Doctor Whitley Stokes practising medicine in Ireland.

We now head back to the path and you will soon come to the grave with the oldest recorded inscription in St Nahi’s.  This is at  St Nahi’s Pod Trail Stop Number 16.  It is  Cranes Grave which dated back to 1734. We know that there are older gravestones buried under the soil but until the elements remove some of the weeds and soil …they will have to stay buried.

We now move a little further along the path to St Nahi’s Pod Trail Stop Number 17  on the right which is.. The Turner gravestone. Watch your step as you reach this headstone…the terrain is quite rough. What is remarkable about this grave is the number of young children buried in it...5 children up to the age of 3… In Carol Robinson Tweeds book …’Portrait of a Parish’ published in 1994…  it is stated that there were over 500 Children buried in St Nahi’s between 1897 and 1917. We know for a fact that diseases were rampant in Dublin in the 18/1900’s such as Typhus, Cholera and Consumption and these children were most likely victims of these diseases.
Now move down to the perimeter of the graveyard and turn right to St Nahi’s Pod Trail Stop Number 18. At the end of this path you will come to steps and a gate. There are a number of stories told about this gate. One story suggests it was a shortcut for teachers to go to the girl’s school that was situated at the bottom of the graveyard. The Taney Girls School was once the building on the left hand side of the road going into the present day Dispensary, just at the side of Dundrum Library.  And…St Nahi’s Church was once used as Taney Boys school and  at another time as a Mortuary. 
The other story suggests that Roman Catholics were not allowed come through the main gates of St Nahi’s Churchyard and therefore had to use this gate for people to attend a funeral burial but the coffin had to be hauled over the wall!  Maybe the two stories are true!!!

This takes us to the end of St Nahi’S Pod Trail. We hope you fund it interesting and we hope you tell all your friends. Please return now to the main gate. On this last stretch of the trail you will pass the site where 2 Rathdown Slabs were found in 2003 and 2004. 
We hope you enjoyed your journey through time….
© Harry Griffith. 29/11/2010
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