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Parish Gallery

The Owl and the Pussy-Cat
BY EDWARD LEAR

I
The Owl and the Pussy-cat went to sea
In a beautiful pea-green boat,
They took some honey, and plenty of money,
Wrapped up in a five-pound note.
The Owl looked up to the stars above,
And sang to a small guitar,
"O lovely Pussy! O Pussy, my love,
What a beautiful Pussy you are,
You are,
You are!
What a beautiful Pussy you are!"

II
Pussy said to the Owl, "You elegant fowl!
How charmingly sweet you sing!
O let us be married! too long we have tarried:
But what shall we do for a ring?"
They sailed away, for a year and a day,
To the land where the Bong-Tree grows
And there in a wood a Piggy-wig stood
With a ring at the end of his nose,
His nose,
His nose,
With a ring at the end of his nose.

III
"Dear Pig, are you willing to sell for one shilling
Your ring?" Said the Piggy, "I will."
So they took it away, and were married next day
By the Turkey who lives on the hill.
They dined on mince, and slices of quince,
Which they ate with a runcible spoon;   
And hand in hand, on the edge of the sand,
They danced by the light of the moon,
The moon,
The moon,
They danced by the light of the moon.

Amy Bryan

Jane Robertson

Eva Marriott

A big thank you to the fourth-year pupils and their teachers 
in Taney School for this wonderful art work representing 
Edward Lear’s poem, The Owl and the Pussycat.
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It is good to see signs of Spring all around us after a 
particularly long, wet and windy winter.  Snowdrops, 
daffodils and tulips are in full bloom along with spring 
flowering shrubs.  These are all signs of new life that 
help us to comprehend the new life that we celebrate 
in the Resurrection of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  
With this in mind we are looking forward to Holy Week 
(13th-19th April) and the celebration of Easter (on 20th 
April).  Details of our Holy Week and Easter Services 
are contained elsewhere in this edition of ‘Taney News’.  
Please do join us for our special ceremonies as we travel 
towards the celebration of Christ’s Resurrection on Easter 
Day.

This is the time of year when we hold our Easter General 
Vestry Meeting.  The meeting will take place in the Parish 
Centre on Sunday, 6th April following a joint service of 
Holy Communion in Christ Church at 10.15am. (Please 
note there will not be an 11.45am service in St. Nahi’s on 
that day.)

This year is ‘triennial year’ when we are asked to elect 
members to the Diocesan Synod and also Parochial 
Nominators, in addition to the church officers and Select 
Vestry members.  The financial accounts for the year 
ending 31.12.2013, will be presented by the Treasurer, 
Mrs. Alanna Carter.

This is an important meeting for our Parish.  Please do 
plan to attend.  Crèche and child-minding facilities will 
be available.

This edition of ‘Taney News’ contains information 
on the activities of our numerous and varied parish 
organisations.  We owe a great debt of gratitude to the 
many people who give so freely and willingly of their 
time, talents and energy in planning and delivering such 
interesting and engaging programmes, especially for our 
young members.  On behalf of the parish, I would want 
to say that your contribution to the life of our parish is 
very much appreciated.  Thank you all very much.

At the end of May, Audrey Harrison will retire as Parish 
Secretary after thirty years of sterling service to the clergy 
and the parish, for which we are so grateful.  Audrey’s 
outgoing, friendly and obliging personality has been a 
great blessing and asset to the parish and we will greatly 
miss her smiling face in the parish office!

We will be marking Audrey’s impending retirement at the 
Easter General Vestry meeting on April 6th.

The appointment process for Audrey’s successor is under 
way and details of the vacancy are carried in this edition 
of ‘Taney News’ as well as on the Parish Website.

We look forward to two special services in our parish 
after Easter: on Sunday 27th April, members of the 
Armenian Orthodox Community, (who use our Parish 
facilities on Sunday afternoons) will be joining us in 
Christ Church for our 10.15am service. The special 
preacher on the day will be Canon Patrick Thomas who 
is the Vicar of Christ Church, Carmarthen (Church in 
Wales) and Canon Chancellor of St David’s Cathedral in 
Pembrokeshire. Canon Thomas has been involved with 
the Armenian community in Wales for several years, 
has visited Armenia five times and has also been on an 
Armenian pilgrimage to the Holy Land. His book From 
Carmarthen to Karabagh - a Welsh discovery of Armenia 
was published in 2012.  The Armenian community 
has offered to provide traditional ethnic foods for the 
refreshments after the service.  Please make a special 
effort to join us for this service.

Then on Sunday 11th May we look forward to 
welcoming Archbishop Jackson to Christ Church, Taney 
for this year’s Confirmation Service.  I would ask you 
to keep the candidates in your prayers in the coming 
weeks;  their names are listed in this issue.  Our thanks 
go to Rev’d. Jack and Tara O’Rourke who have been 
preparing the candidates for this important step along 
their journey of faith.

Vera joins me in wishing you and your families every 
blessing for a joyful and happy Easter.

Robert

Dear Parishioners
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Letter from the Curate

‘Aim at heaven and you will get 
earth thrown in. Aim at earth and 
you get neither.’ C.S. Lewis
I have always loved C.S. Lewis as 
a writer, since early childhood, 
when we were read the Narnia 
stories at bedtime every night. 
Years later, someone gave me a 
copy of The Screwtape Letters. It is 
a satirical novel, and takes the form 
of a series of letters from a senior 
demon (Screwtape) to his nephew 
(Wormwood), who is described as a 
Junior Tempter. Screwtape mentors 
Wormwood as he begins to serve 
‘Our Father Below’ by tempting a 
British man away from Christian 
faith. The man is referred to only as: 
‘the Patient.’

In The Screwtape Letters, C.S. 
Lewis provides a series of lessons 
in the importance of taking 
a deliberate role in living out 
Christian faith by portraying a 
typical human life, with all its 
temptations and failings, as seen 
from devils' viewpoints. Screwtape 
holds an administrative post in 
the bureaucracy (‘Lowerarchy’) 
of Hell, and acts as a mentor to 
Wormwood, the inexperienced 
tempter. In the body of the thirty-
one letters which make up the 
book, Screwtape gives Wormwood 
detailed advice on various methods 
of undermining faith and promoting 
sin in the Patient, interspersed with 
observations on human nature and 
Christian doctrine. Wormwood 
and Screwtape live in a peculiarly 

morally reversed world, where 
individual benefit and greed are 
seen as the greatest good, and 
neither demon is capable of 
comprehending God's love for man 
or acknowledging true human virtue 
when he sees it.

The Screwtape Letters is a great 
book, but I have to confess that 
it does make for uncomfortable 
reading at times. As mere mortals, 
we are all liable to temptation away 
from faith. We are all susceptible 
to temptation to do wrong. There 
are times when any of us can be so 
wrapped up in worldly living, that 
we do not even allow ourselves 
the space to think beyond earthly 
existence.

The problem with this is, that if we 
subject ourselves only to the powers 
of the world, we are subjecting 
ourselves to something that is 
always going to be imperfect. If we 
aim only at the earth, we can only 
ever face disappointment.
We are familiar with the concept 
that: all power corrupts; absolute 
power corrupts absolutely. This is 
certainly true of worldly power, 
despite whatever best intentions 
might be meant. The only way 
that we have of avoiding the worst 
temptations of the world is to place 
our trust in heavenly power: ‘Our 
Father Above.’

As we approach Easter, we see a 
great contradiction: earthly power 

and heavenly power are shown to 
be so far apart. The world subjected 
Jesus to torture, unbelievable cruelty 
and humiliation – all to maintain 
power and authority; to give an 
example to anyone else who 
thought about challenging injustice 
and inequality. But we also see 
earth and heaven brought so closely 
together, as Jesus rises from death, 
and defeats the cruelty of earthly 
power and authority through his 
actions of peace and love.

As Christian people, let us be 
inspired afresh this Easter, to 
put our trust in God, to resist 
temptation, and to take a more 
deliberate role in living out our 
Christian faith in our daily lives.

Your Curate,

HOLY WEEK SERVICES IN CHRIST CHURCH: 

Monday 7.15am:   Holy Communion – followed by light breakfast.

Tuesday 7.15am: Holy Communion – followed by light breakfast.
8.00pm – Preacher: Canon Adrian Empey.

Wednesday 7.15am: Holy Communion – followed by light breakfast. 
10.00am Holy Communion.
8.00pm – Preacher: Canon Adrian Empey.

Thursday 7.15am: Holy Communion – followed by light breakfast.
8.00pm – Preacher: Canon Adrian Empey.

Good Friday 7.15am: Ante-Communion & Litany followed by light breakfast.
8.00pm:   Good Friday – The choir will perform Stainer’s Crucifixion

Lenten Lunches
Our Lenten lunches have commenced on Tuesdays in Lent at 12.30pm and they will run until Tuesday 15th April. Proceeds from these lunches go towards the work of Christian Aid and 

Trócaire. 
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Services for Easter 2014
APRIL

Sun 6th 
The Fifth Sunday in Lent

Christ Church
10.15am – United Service of Parish 
Communion followed by the Easter 
General Vestry in The Parish Centre

  7.00pm – Service & Sausages

St. Nahi’s
  8.30am – Holy Communion

Wed. 9th 
10.00am – Matins

St Nahi's
7.30pm Churches Together Lenten 

Service

Fri. 11th 
11.30am – Easter Holy Communion 

with Taney Friends & Social 
followed by lunch in the Parish 

Centre

Sun 13th 
The Sixth Sunday in Lent/

Palm Sunday
Christ Church

10.15am – Family Service for Palm 
Sunday & Holy Baptism

7.00pm – Holy Communion
  

St. Nahi’s
  8.30am – Holy Communion
11.45am – Parish Communion

HOLY WEEK SERVICES IN 
CHRIST CHURCH

Tues. 15th April -
 Good Friday 18th April   

Christ Church, Taney
  7.15am – Holy Communion 

(followed by breakfast)
10.00am – Holy Communion 

(Wednesday only)
  8.00pm – Tuesday & Wednesday 
(Evening Service), Thursday (Holy 

Communion)

Fri 18th (Good Friday)
  7.15am – Ante Communion  

(followed by breakfast)

  8.00pm – Stainer’s Crucifixion 
performed by the Choir of 

Christ Church, Taney

Sun 20th – EASTER DAY
Christ Church

10.15am – Family Communion for 
Easter Sunday

  7.00pm – NO EVENING SERVICE

St. Nahi’s
  8.30am – Holy Communion
11.45am – Parish Communion

Wed. 23rd April
10.00am – Holy Communion

Sun 27th 
The Second Sunday of Easter

Christ Church
10.15am – Morning Prayer with 

members of The Armenian 
 Orthodox Church

7.00pm – Holy Communion
  

St. Nahi’s
  8.30am – Holy Communion
10.15am – Morning Prayer

Wed. 30th
St. Philip & St. James

10.00am – Holy Communion

MAY

Sun 4th 
The Third Sunday of Easter

Christ Church
10.15am – Parish Communion

7.00pm – NO EVENING SERVICE

St. Nahi’s
  8.30am – Holy Communion
11.45am – Morning Prayer

Wed. 7th
10.00am – Holy Communion

Sun 11th 
The Fourth Sunday of Easter

Christ Church
10.15am – Confirmation Service
  7.00pm – Holy Communion 

St. Nahi’s

  8.30am – Holy Communion
11.45am – Parish Communion

Wed. 14th – St. Matthias
10.00am – Holy Communion

Sun 18th 
The Fifth Sunday of Easter / 

Christian Aid Sunday
Christ Church

10.15am – Parish Communion
  7.00pm – Compline

St. Nahi’s
  8.30am – Holy Communion
11.45am – Morning Prayer

Wed. 21st May
10.00am – Holy Communion

Sun 25th 
The Fifth Sunday of Easter/

Rogation Sunday
Christ Church

10.15am – Family Service & Baptism
  7.00pm – Holy Communion

St. Nahi’s
  8.30am – Holy Communion
11.45am – Morning Prayer

Wed. 28th 
The Visitation of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary
10.00am – Holy Communion

FORTHCOMING SERVICES

Fri. 11th April
3.30pm – Holy Communion with 

Taney Friends & Social followed by 
lunch in the Parish Centre

Sun. 27th April
10.15am – Morning Prayer with 

members of The Armenian 
Orthodox Church

Sun. 11th May
10.15am – Confirmation Service in 

Christ Church, Taney

Sun. 18th May
 Christian Aid Sunday 

with guest speaker from Christian 
Aid in Christ Church and St. Nahi’s.  
There will be a retiring collection.Crèche every Sunday during Morning Service
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Parish News

Dr. Ruth Alcock Ivy Kevleighan Carter & Kay Armstrong George & Henrietta Welch

Dick Kearon Victor Barham Sally Kearon

Ailean Brewster Augusta Knox Harry Brislane

Joan Knight Sylvia Bryan Heather Lane

Marigold Brooks Albert Large Trevor Brooks

Victoria Large Keith Chadwick Eva & Charlie Lloyd

Cecil Colter Cathryn McManus Geoffrey, Marjorie, 

Tony Marshall Harry, Grace Irene (nee Rainsford) & Ken Meates

Maggie & Toni Ann Joyce John Morgan

Joy Cooke Rita O’Doherty Madeleine Cooke

Enid Oldham Trevor & Joan Cooke Victor O’Rourke

Jean Dixon Jim & Evelyn Pomeroy Ken Dixon

Bill & Dora Price Ron Eggers James & Emily Quin

Dorothy Galway Jack Robinson Harry Gaw

Edward Richardson Athole Harrison

Maude Harrison Norman & Ann Rothwell

Freda Sherwood Alfred Hinds

Desmond Hourie Henry Shaw

Jack Tinnion Lisle Johnston

Derek Noble Johnston Ronnie Williams

Melanie Elizabeth Slater Rachel Hourie

Edward & Mary Ridley Leslie Harrison

POINSETTIAS DONATED IN  MEMORY OF

Taney Chancel Guild
We think you will agree – both St Nahi’s and Christ 
Church looked wonderful during the Christmas period. 
The decorations in the churches were greatly enhanced by 
the red poinsettias donated by people across the parish in 
memory of a loved one: a very visible way to remember 
someone special. We had a fantastic response to this
proposal and the Chancel Guild would like to thank
everyone who participated in the scheme (names listed 
below).

Easter is fast approaching. We will be decorating Christ 
Church on Saturday 19th April at 10.00am, and St Nahi’s 
on Saturday 19th April at 9.30am.

We would be delighted to welcome you if you feel you 
could help with the decorating of the churches; or you 
might like to donate some greenery from your garden 
which is always very much appreciated

As chairperson of the guild, I would like to thank all the 
ladies in the Chancel Guild for giving their time to the 
care and upkeep of our churches throughout the year. 

Jasmin Hourie 
Taney Chancel Guild



Taney News Easter 2014    5     

Parish News

Retirement
We extend our good wishes to Audrey Harrison who has indicated that 
she will retire as Parish Secretary at the end of May.  Audrey has served 
as secretary for thirty years and has given sterling service to the clergy 
and the parish for which we are so grateful.  We will be marking Audrey’s 
impending retirement at our Easter General Vestry on 6th April.

The appointment process for Audrey’s successor is under way and details 
of the vacancy are carried in this edition of the Parish Magazine as well as 
on the Parish Website.

Taney Fête
This year’s Fête will be held on Saturday June 7th in the grounds of Taney 
Parish Centre.  As always, we are looking for new volunteers to help on the 
day and to help with the preparations, if you feel you have some spare time 
and would like to join us with the preparation of this fun day please call 
Jennifer Armstrong on 086 879 9902 or Ciara Maleady on 0866691075.

Christmas Fair
The Taney Christmas Fair is always 
a firm favourite, not just with Taney 
parishioners, but also with a large 
section of the local community. Our 
2013 Fair did not disappoint! Amidst 
the stalls, groaning with produce and 
presents, people met and chatted and 
enjoyed a cup of coffee. Meanwhile 
the school orchestra delighted us with 
well-rehearsed Christmas music and 
Santa managed to squeeze through 
the crowds to enchant the children. 
Our special thanks to everyone who 
helped to organize the fair, especially 
Fionnuala Drury who led the whole 
team.

Taney Coffee Shop 
A warm welcome awaits you in the 
coffee shop in Taney Parish Centre: 
open every day from 9.00am to 
1.45pm.

Concert
The Dublin Welsh Male Voice Choir, 
joined by the Wessex Male Choir 
will give a Concert in Christ Church, 
Taney on Saturday 5th April at 
8.00pm.  Tickets €10 will be on sale 
in the church porches and in the 
Sinnamon Hall following Services this 
Sunday.  Tickets are also available 
from the Parish Office. This will be 
a fund-raising opportunity for Taney 
Parish so do please make this a date 
in your diary as it promises to be a 
wonderful evening!

Defibrillator
Thanks to the generosity of the Brooks 
Family, the Parish has acquired a 
defibrillator, donated in memory of 
the late Trevor Brooks. This will be 
available for use (if needed) in the 
Church and the Parish Centre. The 
Parish will be looking for volunteers 
to be trained in its use over the 
coming months. Please contact the 
Parish Office if you would like to be 
involved.

Bible Study Group
Our Bible Study & Prayer Group meets 
at 10.30am after our midweek service 
in Christ Church each Wednesday at 
10.00am.

Easter Egg Hunt
You and your family are invited to an Easter Celebration following Parish 
Communion at 10.15 in Christ Church, Taney on Easter Sunday, 20 April 2014. 

Please join us for a Festive Reception in the Parish Hall.

An Easter Egg Hunt will occur after the service in the Parish grounds. For 
smaller children (aged 5 and under) there will be a special Easter Egg 
Hunt in the Overend Garden.

Children: Don’t forget to bring your baskets!

VACANCY FOR ASSISTANT PARISH 
ADMINISTRATOR (PART-TIME)

Taney Parish, Dundrum, Dublin 14 (Church of Ireland) seeks 
a part-time assistant administrator for a busy parish office 

(c.15 hours per week: 1.00pm – 4.00pm, Monday – Friday) 
commencing Tuesday 6th May 2014. The successful applicant 
will have experience of working in an administrative role and 

demonstrate a high level of computer literacy and competence in 
working with Microsoft Office. Initiative, good time-management, 

ability to work as part of a team and excellent communication 
skills, both oral and written, are essential. Applications by email 
with CV and two named referees by 5pm Friday 11th April 2014 

to taney@dublin.anglican.org.
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Bishops Appeal

Bishops’ Appeal works in four main areas: Health, Rural 
Development, Education, and Disaster Relief Response.  The 
first three focus on long term solutions to poverty, whilst the 
Disaster Relief focuses on providing the immediate survival 
needs of those in crisis.

1. HEALTH
A postcard from Uganda:
‘We thought you might like to receive news on our Uganda 
project direct from the field.  Together with our partners 
we are currently involved in WHO Intermediate Training in 
wheelchair services, which is going very well. Thank you 
very much for your support.  From all the team and families 
in Uganda.’

Snapshots such as this update from Uganda remind 
us of the tangible effects of our giving in the lives of 
the world’s vulnerable.  This year Bishops’ Appeal will 
join with the Church’s Ministry of Healing, Ireland in 
reflecting on local and global health issues and the 
need to cultivate a compassionate response.  Join us by 
praying and taking action.

Find out more about our support of medical centres, HIV/
AIDS training and maternal health care by visiting www.
bishopsapeal.ireland.anglican.org  Lenten reflections will be 
published on the News Page.

2. RURAL DEVELOPMENT
Rural Development will continue to be recognised as a 
crucial area of the Bishops’ Appeal focus.

‘The largest segment of the world’s poor are the women, 
children and men who live in rural environments. 
Empowering rural people is an essential first step to 
eradicating poverty.’ 

Bishops’ Appeal: €10,000 for female soya farmers 
in Northern Togo
In areas where these Self Help Groups operate, 90% 
of people live in poverty and are entirely reliant on 
subsistence farming for survival. Soya bean production 
through sustainable agriculture 
This project works with female soya farmers to improve 
their training, developing the quality of the processing 
of soya, supporting the accessing of markets and 
increasing their income.

• Working with 481 farmers, achievements to date 
include:

•  115 hectares of soya bean have been planted;
•  439 soya bean producers have built structures to 

prevent erosion and protect from degradation of 
land;

•  439 producers have been trained in the use of 
integrated fertilisation and sustainable agriculture;

•  Nine co-operatives have been trained in 
administration and financial management;

•  Five co-operatives have submitted dossiers to the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries for 
registration and will receive legal recognition;

•  173 pregnant and lactating women have been 
educated on the importance of soya for maternal 
and child health.

3. EDUCATION
Bishops’ Appeal supports both formal and informal 
education: adult literacy projects, school buildings, 
teacher training programmes and income generation 
training.

THIS YEAR: Bishops’ Appeal plans to continue to 
support literacy and community training. 

Tackling Poverty: 4 Focus Areas
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Bishops Appeal

4. DISASTER RELIEF RESPONSE

Philippines:
When Typhoon Haiyan struck the 
islands that make up the Philippines, 
over 13 million people were affected by 
the destruction left in its wake. Thanks 
to the generous support of the Church 
of Ireland, many Filipinos received 
lifesaving support in the form of 
shelter, food, water and hygiene kits (to 
prevent the further spread of disease).  
Later funds are being directed towards 
resettlement.

Syria:
Declared the worst refugee crisis since 
the Rwandan genocide, the conflict 
has created 2.2 million refugees and 
5 million internally displaced people.  
Arriving in neighbouring countries 
after a long and exhausting journey, 
the refugees require essentials such as 
food, clean water, blankets, hygiene 
kits, shelter and psychological care.

More information is available from the 
leaflets in the churches.

Bishops’ Appeal
Please put your donation in the accompanying 
envelope and return to one of the churches 
or the Parish Office by Easter Day.  Cheques 
should be made payable to ‘Taney Parish’. 
Thank you for your support.
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The 2014 tennis season will start at the beginning of May.  
We had a great season last year and lots of tennis was 
played on super courts throughout the summer.

We have been checking the grounds periodically for damage 
following the dreadful rain and storms and everything seems 
to be fine thank goodness. Our grounds-man will be starting 
his work towards the end of March to prepare the courts for 
what we hope will be another great summer season.  

There will be coaching for the children from 5th and 6th 
classes from Taney National School and notices will be sent 
to the school before Easter. It will be important to receive 
names as soon as possible after that because the classes fill 
up quickly and there is always a waiting list.

The club tournaments will be played during July and August 
with the finals on the ‘At Home’ day, which will be Saturday 
6 September 2014.  The club will open, weather permitting, 
on Saturday 3 May and as always we welcome new 
members; application forms are available on request from 
Margaret Nevin, Hon Secretary, phone 087 2322308.  

The winners of 2013 club tournaments were Nicola Levis 
- Ladies Champion, Roger Dowds - Men’s Champion, 
Nicola Levis and Lynn Howe - Ladies Doubles Champions, 
Dinos Christodolides - Men’s Handicap Singles Champion, 
Charlie Sloane and Dinos Christodolides - Men’s Doubles 
Champions and Charlie Sloane and Judy Kavanagh - Mixed 
Doubles Champions.  All of the matches were very fiercely 
contested and enjoyed by all the participants.

As well as the club tournaments we will hold several 
Round Robin tournaments throughout the season and we 
encourage all our members to participate during the summer 
evenings.  We also have our traditional and much loved 
Saturday tea with the ladies of the club providing delicious 
sandwiches and cakes.

Please contact me if you require any information or would 
like to join our club.

Margaret Nevin
Hon Secretary, Taney Parish LTC
087 2322308

Taney Lawn Tennis Club
Est 1937

Taney Parish Indoor Bowling Club
As we approach the end of the 2013/2014 
indoor bowling season I am happy to report 
that we had a very enjoyable and busy year.  
There was a good attendance each Monday 
and Thursday evening. Tuesday has also 
become very popular: a morning for some  
practice and a lot of fun!

Congratulations to the McIlwaine team on 
reaching the semi finals. After a hard fought 
game Glenageary won through to the finals.  
Our Price Cup Team will play in the finals on 
the 22nd March 2014.  Good luck to the teams 
on the night.

Club competitions are on target and we will 
play the finals on the 1st May.  We will wind 
up the season with our Annual Captain’s 
Dinner and A.G.M.     
Myrtle McCoy, Hon. Sec.

Taney Eco
Our focus for 2014 is waste management. A review of all waste 
management procedures in the parish has taken place and we 
look forward to being more environmentally conscious in the year 
to come.

Dunlaoghaire County Council, as part of their policy to support 
awareness on waste management, has granted us two compost 
bins. This has encouraged us and given us a wonderful kick-
start. The bins will be placed in St Nahi’s graveyard and in Taney 
church grounds.

ECO TIPS for springtime
• Compost fruit and vegetable peelings and garden waste. 
•  Buy locally grown food – even better grow some of your 

own food.
•  Buy eco-friendly cleaning materials. Most supermarkets sell 

a good range, including soap, washing up liquid, washing 
powder, toilet and general cleaners.

•  Better still, clean the old fashioned way, using household 
basics. You can clean almost anything with lemon, baking 
soda and vinegar. They are less harmful to the environment 
and your family. For sparkling windows, all you need is a 
bottle of vinegar and some old newspapers.
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Parish Organisations

Taney Parish Primary School
As we write, our Readathon, organised by the P.T.A., is coming to a close, and 
it has been a phenomenal success.  We have more than covered the cost of the 
lovely new books provided for our classroom libraries. For World Book Day on 
Thursday 6th March, our 1st classes dressed up as their favourite literary characters 
– the imaginative variety of costumes was really something to see.  1st, 2nd, 3rd, 
4th, 5th and 6th classes went to a special school service in Taney Church on Ash 
Wednesday.  We are delighted to be able to maintain our close links with Taney 
Parish in this way.  With the improvement in the weather, our hockey and soccer 
teams are playing match after match to catch up on all those that were cancelled 
in January and February.

A special thank you to all the fourth-class pupils in Taney School who took part in 
our competition to illustrate Edward Lear’s poem, ‘The Owl and the Pussycat’. And 
of course, we are very grateful to the teachers, Mrs Chee and Ms Young, who took 
time to organize and supervise the competition.

Taney  Mothers’  Union
Taney Mothers’ Union meets from September to May on the second Tuesday of 
the month, usually in the Minor Hall at 8.00pm, and we are always pleased to 
welcome new members.

At our next meeting on 11th March, Joy Gordon, our Diocesan President, visited us 
to tell us about the work of the Mothers’ Union at home and abroad.

On 8th April, at our Overseas Meeting, Geoffrey McMaster will tell us about 
his visit to Burundi with CMS and the work of the Mothers’ Union Literacy and 
Education Project there, which is supported by Comic Relief.

In December, we had our Carol Service, followed by mulled wine and mince pies, 
which was most enjoyable. Helen  organised a fun quiz night in January, at which 
we were all impressed by our general knowledge! Our ‘Dine Out’ in Howard’s 
Way last February was a great success.

Taney Rangers
Taney Rangers have been charging around Ireland for at least fifteen years – and 
they still haven’t run out of energy! The Christmas day out was - a delicious meal 
in the Goat Grill and a lunchtime concert in the National Concert Hall: Sleighbell 
Seranade The concert was terrific with sing-a-long Christmas music – lots of 
singing and thoroughly enjoyed by all. The March venture was a trip to Jerpoint 
Glass in Kilkenny, with a demonstration of glass blowing and a gorgeous lunch in 
Thomastown – a thoroughly good day out! 
Watch this space for our next adventure!!!

Taney Tots
Mums, dads, grandparents, minders 
and their little-ones, meet every 
Monday and Thursday 10.00am – 12 
noon in the Minor Hall, Taney Parish 
Centre.
This is a relaxed social group that 
meets for a friendly chat over tea, 
coffee and biscuits, while the babies 
and toddlers play with a wide 
variety of toys, including ride-ons, 
slides, prams, cars and a toy kitchen. 
The morning comes to a close 
with a sing-along, complete with 
instruments, which all the children 
enjoy. Please feel free to pop along. 
We would love to meet you and new 
members always welcome. 

For more information visit us on 
Facebook, Taney Tots Taney Parish or 
contact Armina: 086 1293704 or 
Nicola: 087 6339964.

Taney Snooker Club
Taney Snooker Club meets on 
Tuesday mornings and in the 
evening on Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Friday.  New members are always 
welcome and the standard of play is 
of little importance.  So if you fancy 
making new friends come and join 
us.  You can contact me at 298 7426 
and I will answer any questions you 
may have.  
Ron Ellis, Hon. Treasurer

Hospital Pastoral Visits
Please be aware that the clergy 
are not automatically informed 
when parishioners are admitted 
to hospital.  If you or a family 
member are admitted to hospital 
and would appreciate a visit from 
a member of the clergy, please 
inform the Parish Office or one of 
the clergy.  Similarly, if your contact 
details change ie address, telephone 
number or e-mail, please inform the 
Parish Office Tel: 298 5491.

News Flash - Taney Parish Annual Golf Outing 2014
 The Golf Outing will be held on Friday 12th September in Rathfarnham 
Golf Club.  We are planning a special event this year to mark twenty five 
years of competing for the Harrison Trophy. (The cup was presented by 
Audrey Harrison in memory of Leslie Harrison.) It is hoped that all previous 
winners will be competing, and we look forward to welcoming all our golfing 
supporters – old and new!

Timesheet 1.00pm to 4.00pm. Bookings can be made with Robert Walsh  087 
2330209 or Vivien Hood 2986367. The outing is open to all parishioners and 
friends. Please put the date in your diary and book a tee time now.

Full details in next edition of Taney News...
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Parish Organisations

First of all, may we say a big thank you to everyone 
who came to see our January sell-out performance of 
‘The Playboy of the Western World’. Having a good 
audience and a full theatre (with a queue waiting for 
return tickets!!) makes such a difference, and is almost 
unheard of in the amateur world around these parts. So 
we don’t take for granted that an audience will turn up 
and we really do appreciate your support. Hopefully 
you felt you got a good show for your money. It is 
interesting to note that the ticket prices were the same 
as our production in 2008 – so we’re very conscious of 
providing recession-beating value for our audiences.

At this stage, we have cast our next play, due to be 
staged in The Mill at the end of May. ‘Absent Friends’ by 
Alan Ayckbourn is a great comedy piece that we hope 
you will enjoy. As always with these productions, the 
actors start rehearsing weeks before hand, as do all the 
other contributors to the production, so it’s all go. We 
will all be scouting about for props and costumes so 
there’s no rest as we go straight from one production to 
the next.

It was great to have some new faces in the last 
production. We are delighted that they have decided to 
join us and some of them have been cast again in our 

next play. As always, not everyone can get a part so we 
hope that we will be able to organise a social event or 
two over the coming months to keep our members in 
touch. 

One of our problems in the Drama Society is space. 
By presenting plays regularly, we manage to gather 
up a good deal of props, costumes and scenery. It 
can be soul destroying to have to dismantle sets and 
dispose of some of the great work, knowing full well 
that we will be using something very similar in a future 
production. But as space is limited, we have little or 
no choice. So if you have any spare space, or know 
of anyone else who has, maybe you would consider 
allowing the Drama Society use it. Ideally we’re looking 
for an unused garage or large shed where we could 
leave pieces of sets undisturbed. If you do have some 
spare space, please contact me at 2987641, 087 4116394 
or gordonbell@eircom.net. We’re happy to consider 
anything but please don’t be offended if you offer and it 
turns out that the space just isn’t suitable for one reason 
or another!  Thanking you in advance.

Gordon Bell

Room with a View.....
Taney Drama Society is looking for room with a view to storing some of our props, costumes or scenery. 

Would you have any space that might fit the bill such as a garage or secure shed? 

All offers considered and appreciated. 
Contact Gordon Bell on 2987641 / 087 4116394  or taneydramasociety@gmail.com

Thank you

Taney Drama Society
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Youth News

Beavers
Anyone peeking into the Sinnamon Hall this winter might have been startled 
by the sight of small boys, their heads swathed in bubble-wrap, being guided 
by other boys to kick a football into a goal.

This was just one of several activities devised by Beaver Leader Liz Houchin 
as part of Disability Awareness Night. As he unwrapped chocolates with 
just one hand, navigated around cones in a wheelchair or tried to pick up 
pennies wearing mittens (upside down) each Beaver developed a better 
understanding of how people with disabilities achieve their goals.

Disability Awareness was just one part of the work done by the Beavers to 
earn Scouting Ireland’s Adventure Skills Emergency badge (Stage 1). On 
other nights the leaders drilled the Beavers on what to do in an emergency 
situation. Probably our most popular activity was making First Aid Kits, 
designed by Kathryn Jones. Marked with a bright red cross, each kit contains 
a list of emergency phone numbers, along with plasters, tissues, bandages 
and other essential items.

Our other activities over the gloomy weeks of winter included drumming 
night with Fran Byrne (a smash hit) and Birdie Bingo. About 30 Beavers 
represented our troop in the Uniformed Organizations Service on 9 February.

Proudly wearing new badges and with First Aid Kits in their daypacks, the 
Beavers plan to celebrate spring with a couple of good hikes along the 
Dublin Mountain Way.  

Confirmation 
Sunday and weekday classes are 
under way in preparation for 
Confirmation on 11th May.  Please 
continue to remember in your 
prayers our young people in 
their preparations.  Confirmation 
Candidates: Conor Bailey, Erica 
Bowen, Victoria Brooks, Aoife 
Burgess, Sam Darley, Abby Durham, 
Charlie Eddershaw, Tom Ensor, 
Lizzie Hallissey, Chloe Kavanagh, 
Dan Kennedy, Olivia Rhodes, Ellen 
Rogers, Tilly Shaw, Kate Smith, 
Gemma Walsh, Ben Adams and 
Jenny Clarke.

Taney Friends and Social Group
On the 8th December the Taney 
Friends and Social Group met for 
the annual Christmas Service of 
Holy Communion and thanksgiving 
at 3.00pm. This was well attended 
and we were delighted to welcome 
some new friends for the first time. 
After a very uplifting service we 
adjourned to the Minor Hall for our 
Christmas supper of mulled wine, 
mince pies, Christmas cake and 
sandwiches. Our very special guests 
this year were the Ballinteer Male 
Voice Choir who entertained us with 
a selection of their favourite songs 
and then led us in a lively sing-along 
of selected seasonal favourites. We 
were delighted when some members 
of the choir joined us for tea and a 
chat after their performance. A lovely 
evening was had by all and we look 
forward to seeing very many of our 
parishioners at our Easter celebration 
on Fri. 11th April at 11.30am – 
Easter Holy Communion with Taney 
Friends & Social, followed by lunch 
in the Parish Centre.

Junior Choir
The Junior Choir had a busy autumn term, singing regularly at monthly Family 
Services including Harvest, Remembrance Sunday, the Christmas Gift Service and 
Parish Carol Service. 

Just before Christmas there was great excitement for the Choir when they took a 
trip to St Ann’s Church on Dawson Street to sing carols for the annual ‘Black Santa’ 
appeal. 

The Junior Choir is always looking for new members who will commit themselves 
to regular practices and Sunday services. All children are welcome, although the 
choir is best suited to children aged 7 years and older (from 2nd class). Choir 
practice is at 2.30pm on Wednesday afternoons in the Parish Centre. Please contact 
Suzanne Chadwick on 087 757 4156 for more information, or come along and try 
us out!  
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Youth News

News from Taney Brownies
Taney Brownies meet every Tuesday afternoon: a lively bunch of twenty-four yellow-clad girls and their leaders.  Meetings 
usually consist of a mix of games (three-court dodgeball is a perennial favourite), programme challenges and badge-work, 
a Pow-Wow (where even shy girls get to have their say) and sometimes craft activities.  In the run-up to Christmas we went 
on a Scavenger Hunt/Picnic in Marlay Park, enrolled six new Brownies, went on an outing to the Lambert Puppet Theatre 
to see Cinderella, made wonderful decorations for the Church Christmas tree and made chocolate Brownies for sale at the 
parish Christmas Bazaar.  This term, we have been busy with work on the Science Investigator Badge, transforming the 
parish kitchen into a science lab where volcanoes erupted, flames were extinguished with homemade CO2 gas, slime was 
manufactured and enthusiastically squished magnets were explored and rain gauges manufactured.  Some of the Brownies 
even managed to keep a record of the rain for a week, despite hurricane-force winds which blew away a lot of the rain 
gauges!  Many of the Brownies are now working on their Computer Badge, which we started, appropriately enough, on 
Internet Safety Day. On Pancake Tuesday we took a break from all this hard work to chill out and eat pancakes (thanks 
Cookie Owl!).  We are now looking forward to our annual Pack Holiday which takes place in May.  We are heading off to 
Lough Dan in Co. Wicklow for a weekend of outdoor fun and campfires (and very possibly mud!). Can’t wait!

Ladybirds
Taney Ladybirds, consisting of twenty enthusiastic little girls, have had a 
busy spring term. Our new members have settled in and all the girls have 
been learning about Ladybirds in other countries for our ‘Thinking Day’. 
The girls have also been helping at home to earn ‘Good Turn’ money for 
people less fortunate throughout the world. We made lots of lovely crafts 
to take home for Valentine’s Day and St Patrick’s Day.  Also, the girls have 
been working hard for their Health Badge and have enjoyed having a 
visitor from St John’s Ambulance Brigade to talk to them about first aid. The 
Ladybird group is for girls of 5–7 and we meet every Monday in the parish 
centre from 2.45–3.45pm. 

For further information on Ladybirds contact Susan Moore 087 243 0130.

A Diocesan ‘Kids’ Camp’ has been organised for 10-12 year olds 
from Sunday 29th June – Friday 4th July at St. Columba’s College.  The 
cost is €175 which includes accommodation, food and all activities. 

Booking Forms are available from the Parish Office.  
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Further Details from Lynn Storey, Tel. 087-695 7061.
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When I was asked if I would do a piece about a day in my 
life, I have to say I was firstly surprised, secondly flattered 
and then I wondered where to start. The concept I was told 
was to give a run through an ‘average’ day in my new role 
as a student. Well, let me say that, so far, there has been no 
such thing as an average day.

A little by way of background as to how I got to this stage. 
I left school in the 70s and, as was 
the done thing then, got myself a 
good sound pensionable job in a 
bank! I worked in AIB for 38 years 
in various roles and then, with 
things as they are, an opportunity 
arose to take early retirement in 
November 2011. For over 20 years, 
I have been involved in amateur 
drama and was one of the founding 
members when Taney Drama 
Society was revived back in the 
early 1990s. I have always loved 
the back stage aspects as much 
as being on stage and particularly 
love set design. So, having the 
opportunity to try something 
completely different from banking, I 
decided to pursue this side of things 
and see if there was any course 
available in that area. I found one 
or two that I investigated a little 
but wasn’t overly impressed with 
them as I didn’t think they’d suit me. Then I came across 
a course called Stage Management and Technical Theatre 
in The Lir Academy, affiliated to Trinity College. I had a 
read through the prospectus and it was as if someone had 
written out a wish list of all the aspects of drama I wanted 
to know more about and gathered them into one course. I 
ignored the piece about the course being for young people 
of exceptional natural talent and applied. As much to my 
surprise as anyone else’s, I was interviewed and accepted. 
Not bad going as I was asked to bring my ‘portfolio’ which 
up to that stage had been pretty rough sketches and models 
of sets made from cornflake packets! (which the set building 
crew in Taney have always managed to turn into fantastic 
sets on stage!!).

So in September last I headed off to college! A number of 
people said it was great to be going back to college but I 
had never been in the first place so it wasn’t a case of going 
back, just of going! Talk about stepping outside your comfort 
zone! More like stepping out of a padded cell and into the 
asylum!! It has been a manic first term so to pick an ‘average’ 
day has been hard. It could be any of the following……
Up about 7 and gone by 9. The Academy is at Grand Canal 
Quay so it’s a walk to the Luas and then a 20 minute stroll 
along by the canal from Charlemont to college. Then it’s a 

question of which rotation I’m on and what production is 
being staged, as the acting students perform regularly with 
professional direction, with us ‘techie students’ providing the 
support around costume, lighting, sound, stage management, 
set design, set construction and so on. In addition to this we 
have lectures from professionals for our development and 
score reading in the Royal Irish Academy of Music. So far, 
I’ve done a rotation in stage management, including costume 

(where we each made a boned corset 
from scratch!) and lighting.

Lighting covered not only an 
introduction to the various lamps 
used in theatre but also the practical 
side of hanging and focusing the 
lights for performance. This was sort 
of scary as, up to now, it’s been a 
challenge to go up the step ladder 
into the attic at home and here I 
was being told to climb a tallescope, 
a ladder on a scaffolding base on 
wheels that extended vertically to 
over 7 metres! And then it is moved 
while you’re up in the cradle at the 
top of it!! While up at this height, I 
had to remove, unplug and re-locate 
spotlamps and then focus them with 
instruction being relayed (shouted) 
from the floor. 

For sound, I was assigned to one of 
the productions as sound operator. This meant hitting the 
space bar on a computer to trigger the next sound cue that 
had been already programmed. Sounds pretty simple, until 
you realise that each cue has to be perfectly timed with the 
action on stage and called by the stage manager. I didn’t 
think it was possible to get nervous exhaustion in a finger 
until I did that show!!

We had a break at Christmas and after three intensive months 
I was well ready for it. We went straight back into it on day 
1 of the new term with a 9am start and a 10pm finish, as we 
were installing the set for the RIAM opera production that 
David Adams was conducting in the Samuel Beckett Theatre. 
Always a Taney connection!!

There’s much more happening too, like back stage visits 
to theatres and shadowing costume behind the scenes on 
‘Wicked’, but those are exceptional rather than average 
days!  I’m not sure that there is an average day in my life any 
more! And so it continues.  It’s been a huge change and re-
adjustment, not only for me, but for all the family and I really 
appreciate their support and encouragement, particularly 
from Ruth.  Is the course challenging? Absolutely.  Is it 
demanding? Absolutely. What will it lead to? Who knows! I 
only hope I can stick the pace!!!

StudentA Day in the Life...

A Day in the Life
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From the Archives

We may feel very fortunate to have two lovely church buildings in our parish: both St Nahi’s and Christ Church. The 
following quote was written in the nineteenth century following the consecration of Christ Church. As you will see – 
not everyone was impressed!

The modern church is a spacious fabric 
surrounding elevated ground, serving as a 
landmark to mariners and commanding very 
fine views over the city, the bay, and a lovely 
expanse of country, the numerous ornamental 
plantations of which combine, at this point of 
observation, into a massive richness. The edifice 
itself however, is as artistically defective as it is 
pretending and substantial. The plan is cruciform 
and the pointed style is adopted in the detail, 
but without due attention to any consistent 
order of that style. Stone, tinted in various hues, 
is used in different parts of the structure; and 
with a fanciful effort towards novelty, which is 
quite unworthy of imitation, the mullions of the 
windows, on the exterior, are of a deep yellow, 
whilst the crocketted pinnacles at the angles of 
the tower are black.

Gazeteer of Ireland, Part Vlll, p.311

Did you know...
The pulpit in St Nahi’s Church is in fact a ‘double’ 
pulpit, made up of an interior and an exterior 
structure. When the exterior pulpit was erected 
in 1900, (to the memory of a parishioner, William 
Barrington) the parish decided to preserve the 
inner eighteenth-century structure. The clever 
design reveals the earlier pulpit through the open 
panels of the later pulpit. It would be interesting 
to know how many words have poured forth 
from this point over the last few hundred years – 
and indeed, how many words have been heard!
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General Household Repairs

Experienced Handyman 
Painting, Decorating, Plumbing and Electrical

No job too small – Reasonable Rates

087 914 3700
Des Dixon
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Baptisms
8th December (in Christ Church) – Chloe Jennifer, daughter of Rory and Jennifer Kyne.
12th January (in Christ Church) – Sebastian Michael Sloan & Avery Sloan, children of James & Stephanie Gould.
12th January (in Christ Church) – Olly Gray, son of Peter & Susan McConnell.
12th January (in Christ Church) – Charlotte Darwin, daughter of Gareth & Victoria Stanley.
9th March (in Christ Church) – Saoirse Emily, daughter of Kieran and Catherine Bell.
9th March (in Christ Church) – Megan Rita, daughter of Christopher and Rita Skelton.

Weddings
22nd November (in Christ Church) – Paul Cahalin and Judith Gannon.
21st December (in St Nahi’s) – Julian Charlton & Diane Pappin.
14th February 2014 (in Christ Church) – Brendan Maher & Amanda Hourie.

Funerals
12th December (in St. Nahi’s) – Vincent Flanagan.
13th December (in Christ Church) – Jessie Dennis.
13th January (in Brighton Road Methodist Church) - Allen Alford.
30th January 2014 (in Christ Church) – Harry Elmes.
6th February 2014 (in Christ Church) – Alison Sainsbury.

Our sympathy and prayers are with all who have been bereaved remembering:
the family and friends of Vincent Flanagan.
Graham and Sandra on the death of their mother Jessie Dennis; also remembering her brother, Leslie Gibney and sister 
Barbara Mundy.
Joy and Valerie Alford on the death of Allen.
Dorothy Blain on the death of her sister, Gladys Young in Roscrea.
Barbara, Ashley, Gillian and Hilary on the death of Harry Elmes.
Donald, Zoë, Toby and Marshall on the death of Alison Sainsbury.
Mark and Alanna on the death of Mark’s mother Phyllis Carter.
Monica Timmons on the death of her nephew, Cian.

May all who are bereaved at this time know God’s love and consolation.

From the Registers



Rector:
Rev’d  Canon Robert Warren
Tel: 2984497

Curate Assistant: 
Rev’d Jack Kinkead
Tel: 2951895

Deacon Intern:
Rev’d David Bowles    
   
Lay Reader:
Trilly Keatinge
Tel: 4922791

Parish Contacts

Parish Secretary:  
Audrey Harrison      
Tel: 2985491

Parish Administrator: 
Tara O’Rourke      
Tel: 2985491

Churchwardens in Christ Church, Taney: Tara O’Rourke (People’s), and 
Michael Denton (Rector’s) assisted by Harry & Mary Masterson, Bethany 
Flanders, Tom Gilmore, Carol Robinson Tweed, Kate Shearer, Carol Eggers 
and Pat O’Doherty.

Churchwarden in St. Nahi’s: Robert Lane (Rector’s). 

Glebe Warden: 
William Hourie 

Hon. Secretary:   
Mark Armstrong

Hon. Treasurer: 
Alanna Carter

Select Vestry: 
Mark Armstrong, Andrew Bowers, Alanna Carter, Carol Eggers, Vivien 
Hood, Trilly Keatinge, Henry Masterson, Jim O’Neill, Evelyn Sloane, Richard 
Sloane, Elaine Tomlin and Robert Walsh.

Church Review Distributor: 
The Parish Office

Church of Ireland Gazette Distributor: 
Parish Office

Website: 
www.taneyparish.ie

Taney Parish Office email: 
parishoftaney@eircom.net
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Safeguarding Trust
Taney Parish seeks

• To create a safe environment 
which will promote healthy and 
fulfilling participation of children 
and minimise the possibility 
of harm, either deliberate or 
accidental.

• To encourage safe practices for 
those who work with children

• To safeguard those who work with 
children from the consequences of 
unfounded accusations

Should you have any concerns or 
questions contact a member of the 
Parish Safeguarding Trust Panel

1.  Charles Sloane
 Tel: 295 5008
2. Trilly Keatinge
 Tel: 492 2791
3.  Beryl Tilson 
 Tel: 295 3397

Taney News
The magazine is a vital means of 
communication in Taney and is 
distributed to every household in 
the parish free of charge.  We hope 
you will agree that it is a top quality 
production that has been recognized 
at a diocesan and national level.  
If you would like to make a 
contribution to the publication costs 
please leave it on the collection plate 
or drop it into the Parish Office.  
Please mark the envelope ‘Taney 
News’.

News! News! News!
For all up to date news and information 
on forthcoming events please check out 
the Parish Website www.taneyparish.ie 

Clergy Contacts



Photo Gallery

Enrollment of new Brownies December 2013

Taney Ladybirds enjoying a visit from St John’s Ambulance 
Brigade as they worked on their Health Badge. A busy morning at Taney Tots



This years FeTe will be held on saTurday June 7Th 1- 4pm in 
The grounds oF Taney parish cenTre. The Theme This year is a 

'a TradiTional garden FeTe'

as always There will be loTs oF Fun For all The Family and 
greaT live music To enJoy during The aFTernoon.

we will have a new acTiviTy  called ‘The Taney bush Trial’ according 
To The members oF The FeTe commiTTee iT promises To cause a loT oF laughs 

and will be aimed aT ‘The brave’ members oF our communiTy buT  
no inFormaTion is being given ouT!

as The crockery smash is sTill one oF biggesT aTTracTions we will be 
looking again For donaTions oF old crockery. we will also have The Taney 
ouTleT so please keep all your unwanTed iTems. iF you have iTems you would 

like To geT rid oF now please call The parish oF ice and we will arrange 
collecTion.

Saturday June 7th


