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WHO’S WHO IN TANEY PARISH

CLERGY CONTACTS
The Rector: Rev’d Canon Robert Warren  Tel: 01 298 4497

Senior Curate Assistant: Rev’d Nigel Pierpoint Tel: 087 638 8238

Curate Assistant: Rev’d Christopher West (from Sept 27) 

Lay Reader: Trilly Keatinge Tel: 01 492 2791

PARISH CONTACTS
Parish Administrator: Tara O’Rourke Tel: 01 298 5491

Parish Secretary: Jo Bourke Tel: 01 298 5491

Churchwardens in Christ Church, Taney: Gillian Haine (Rector’s) and Ian Geoffroy (People’s) Carol Eggers, 
Tom Gilmore, Julie Maloney, Harry Masterson, Barbara Tomlin,  Carol Robinson Tweed and Helen Geoffroy.
Churchwardens in St. Nahi’s: Elaine Wynne (Rector’s) and Richard O’Donnell (People’s).
Glebe Wardens: William Hourie (Rector’s) and Nigel Macken (People’s).
Hon. Secretary: Kate Shearer.

Hon. Treasurer: Joe Wright.

Select Vestry: Caroline Brennan, Peter Connor, Helen Geoffroy, Vivien Hood, Trilly Keatinge, Paul Kingston, 
Graeme Murray, Carol Newburn, Kate Shearer (Hon. Secretary), Evelyn Sloane and Jill Thorne. 

Church Review Distributor: Taney Parish Office

Church of Ireland Gazette Distributor: Taney Parish Office

Website: www.taneyparish.ie

Taney Parish Office email: info@taneyparish.ie

Pastoral Emergencies: 083 4771673 (Emergency Use only)

SAFEGUARDING TRUST
Taney Parish seeks:
• to create a safe environment which will promote 

healthy and fulfilling participation of children and 
minimise the possibility of harm, either deliberate or 
accidental;

•  to encourage safe practices for those who work with 
children;

•  to safeguard those who work with children from the 
consequences of unfounded accusation.

Should you have any concerns or questions contact a 
member of the Parish Safeguarding Trust Panel

1. Canon Robert Warren Tel: 01 298 4497 
2. Charles Sloane  Tel: 01 295 5008
3. Trilly Keatinge  Tel: 01 492 279 1
4. Claire Reid   Tel: 087 418 7849

TANEY NEWS
The magazine is a vital means of 
communication in Taney and is distributed 
to every household in the Parish free 
of charge. We hope you will agree that 
it is a top quality production that has 
been recognized at a diocesan and 
national level. If you would like to make 
a contribution to the publication costs 
please leave it on the collection plate or 
drop it into the Parish Office. Please mark 
the envelope Taney News.

NEWS! NEWS! NEWS!
For all up-to-date news and information 
on forthcoming events, please check out 
the Parish Website, www.taneyparish.ie.

 : Taney Parish
 : 'taneyparishofficial'
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It is hard to believe that it is all of nine months now since 
the last issue of  Taney News  was distributed to your 
household! And wow, how our whole world has changed 
since then, almost in the twinkling of an eye!

The first case of the Corona virus COVID-19 was 
identified in Ireland on March 1st this year and within 
three weeks our country was in “Lockdown”.  Churches 
and schools, along with the majority of shops, offices 
and commercial premises were closed down.  Travel 
and social interactions other than for essential workers 
and services were prohibited.  Strict regulations were 
imposed on the number of people who may be present 
in a church building to provide on-line worship (6).  
Numbers attending a funeral were limited to ten persons.  
Churches did not open again until 29th June and even 
then with restrictions governing the conduct of worship 
with those attending being required to be physically 
distanced by two metres from each other.  Schools are 
only now re-opening after a period of almost six months.

Those three months and indeed the days and weeks 
since, have been very difficult for us all, young and 
old alike.  Who could have thought nine months ago 
that 2020 would develop as it has?  Some things will 
stick in my mind.  I think of the surreal experience of 
entering our Parish Centre the day after it closed – 
usually a hive of activity from morning till night with 
its usual cacophony of sound – to find it empty and 
eerily silent!

I think of celebrating the Eucharist on Easter Day, 
looking down from the Altar in Christ Church into a 
dim and empty church, proclaiming that “Christ is 
Risen!”.  It just didn’t seem right.

I think of the (mercifully few) funerals that we 
officiated at with, on occasion, just four or five people 
present, and ever only with a maximum of ten people 
allowed.  Heart-breaking – for all concerned.

But throughout it all, the heart of the parish kept 
beating.  My colleague Nigel and I quickly learned 
the art of broadcasting Services twice weekly on 
social media platforms – well Nigel did anyway!  And 
we know from your many kind comments that these 
were much appreciated by you.  All of a sudden we 
were reaching out to in excess of over 800 people 
on a Sunday morning!  Multiples of what we would 
normally see in our churches!  The quality of these 
“broadcasts” was noted by producers at RTE who 
carried one of these Services.  And may I say, on 
occasion we had great fun putting these together 
– sometimes doing re-take after re-take until 
composure returned!  We will share some of these 
“cut-outs” with you on our big screen some Sunday 
morning!

Now that the restrictions on 
church attendance have been 
eased, the Select Vestry invested 
in equipment to enable us to 
“Livestream” our Services, so 
that those who are present as 
well as those who join us via the 
Internet are able to share in the 
same Service at the same time.  
We are particularly grateful to 
Richard O’Donnell and Pat O’Doherty for managing this 
particular technology – and after a few teething issues 
early on, now have mastered the live broadcasting of our 
Services Sunday by Sunday.

We are still restricted in the number of people who can 
attend worship in person in both Christ Church and St. 
Nahi’s and also there are issues surrounding the holding 
of multiple Services in the same building within 72 hours.  
However, with the co-operation of the Church Wardens, 
we are hoping to be able to restore the usual schedule 
of Sunday Morning Services from Sunday October 11th.  
This of course is always subject to the health guidelines 
and government restrictions that may be in force at any 
given time.

Pastoral care also had to be delivered remotely and we 
are very grateful to a small band of parishioners who 
joined the clergy in reaching out by telephone to those 
considered the most isolated and vulnerable and who 
were required to “cocoon” for a considerable length 
of time.

The COVID-19 pandemic has also hugely impacted on 
the running and operation of our Parish Centre which 
was totally closed from mid-March until July.  Needless 
to say, this has had a huge impact on our income stream.  
However, behind every cloud is a silver lining.  The shut-
down period enabled us to undertake a deep clean of 
the whole facility and to re-paint almost the whole of the 
interior, a necessary task required from time to time and 
which is made very difficult when the Centre is running 
at full tilt from early morning to late at night.  This work 
was undertaken by Ian Geoffroy (on a voluntary basis) 
and Ray Hamilton who continued to work throughout the 
“Lockdown” to have the facility in wonderful condition 
for a partial re-opening on 20th July.  We thank them for 
their sterling service.

We must also express our gratitude to our Parish 
Administrator, Tara O’Rourke, who again worked tirelessly 
throughout the “Lockdown” – initially from home and 
later back in the office.  This enabled the day-to-day and 
week-to-week administration of the Parish to continue, 
ensuring that phones were answered, accounting was 
kept up to date and the clergy kept abreast of any 
pastoral concerns or issues.  Thank you Tara.

RECTOR’S LETTER
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We are also extremely grateful to Helen Geoffroy for 
taking on the role of “Responsible Person” or Covid 
Officer for our parish, who ensures that in re-opening our 
parish facilities, we are in compliance with Government 
and Health Authority regulations and guidelines.  

However, we must be aware and cognisent that just 
because the strict restrictions have been eased, it 
doesn’t mean the virus has gone away.  It is still alive 
and as virulent as ever and we all have a responsibility to 
ensure that it is mitigated in society and the community.  
This means that we have to ensure that anything we 
do personally or as a Parish is in accordance with best 
practice and public health guidelines and regulations.

Each year at this time we would normally be welcoming 
back all our parish organisations after the summer 
recess.  While we hope that such activities – especially 
those geared towards our younger members – can 
resume before too long, current restrictions on 
gatherings and association, mean that these can’t 
start-up for the moment.  With our Parish School just 
re-opening now, we are anxious to support the Principal 
and staff in ensuring that the strict adherence to child 
“bubbles” enforced in the school are not diluted or 
negated in out-of-school activity in the parish.  We do 
not want to encourage any activity in the wider parish 
which would endanger the ability of the school to 
remain open.  We extend our best wishes to all involved 
in our school community as they get back to teaching 
and learning after a six-month break.

We look forward to the ordination to the Priesthood of 
The Rev’d Chris West on Sunday, 27th September in 
Christ Church Cathedral when he will join the Ministry 
Team of our Parish as Curate-Assistant.  Please remember 
Chris in your prayers as he prepared for this important 
occasion in his life and ministry.  A letter from Chris is 
published in this edition of Taney News.

This too is “Harvest Time”.  Despite the difficulties 
presented by the spread of COVID-19, we must still 
be most grateful for the various and bountiful gifts 
of “harvest”.  Again, our expression of this gratitude 
will be muted and restrained in our church services 
this year.  To accommodate the expected increase in 
numbers wishing to attend on that Sunday there will be 
two “Harvest” Services in Christ Church that morning 
– one at 10.15am (Morning Prayer) and one at 11.45am 
(Holy Eucharist).  The church will of course be sanitised 
between these Services using our dry-mist sanitiser.  The 
11.45am Service will be the Service at which The Rev. 
Chris West will celebrate the Holy Communion for the 
first time following his Ordination as a Priest.  Further 
details and information about this will be published in 
“Taney News Extra”.

I am delighted that we were able to hold our Annual 

(Easter) General Vestry Meeting on 24th August following 
its enforced deferral from April.  I am so grateful to those 
who have once again volunteered for the various roles 
and positions within our wonderful parish as well as 
acknowledging the service of those who have now stood 
down from their terms of service.  Those now appointed 
are noted elsewhere in this edition of “Taney News”.

In particular, I would like to acknowledge the 
contribution of Darren Bowling, who stood down as 
Parish Treasurer at the General Meeting.  Darren has 
acted as Honorary Treasurer for over five years and 
has brought a huge amount of expertise to the role.  
We thank him for all he has contributed as Treasurer, 
not least in the streamlining and simplification of our 
accounting system and reporting.  We welcome Mr. 
Joe Wright as his successor, whose appointment has 
been endorsed by the Select Vestry.

Needless to say the viral pandemic has had an impact on 
our parish finances – largely due to the enforced closure 
of the Parish Centre.  We are extremely grateful to those 
of you who have continued your financial contribution 
to the parish in these difficult times, either by standing 
order, cheque or envelope contributions.  Should you still 
have a donation to make to the parish, please contact the 
Parish Office to enquire the best and most appropriate 
way of making your contribution.

In relation to the “tax-back” scheme, this year requires 
us to re-submit the CHY3 Forms.  These were recently 
posted to parishioners and we are grateful to those 
who have returned these to the Treasurer and would 
encourage those who have still to do so, to attend to 
this with urgency to enable the parish put in the claim for 
2019.  This income is even more important to us in these 
financially constrained times.

Perhaps the most difficult aspect of the situation we find 
ourselves in, is the inability to plan ahead.  The spread 
of the virus alters from day to day; the guidelines and 
regulations by which we are asked to regulate our lives 
and activities change from week to week.  This leads 
to a degree of uncertainty and even fear.  In relation 
to parish life, please remember that we communicate 
updates to you via “Taney News Extra” each week.  This 
is distributed by e-mail and is also available on our Parish 
Website, www.taneyparish.ie  Should you experience 
difficulty in accessing this, please contact the Parish 
Office during office hours – 9.30am-1pm Monday-Friday.

If there is anything we can do for you or your family 
during these difficult times, please do not hesitate to get 
in touch. Please keep well and safe.

Rev. Canon Robert Warren.
Rector.
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LETTER FROM NIGEL

As I sit in my study, I am thinking back to all the Church liturgical events and 
activities that should have taken place in the past five months, but did not; Lent, 
Holy Week, Easter and Pentecost, to name just a few. There is a stark realisation 
of just how serious the authorities have taken the pandemic that we all know as 
COVID-19. Such extreme measures as closing schools and churches; and office 
personnel relocating their work stations to home; shops, restaurants and shopping 
centres closing for a prolonged period of time, highlighted the fact that we as 
humans are creatures of habit. And yes, even the Parish Fête was cancelled. When 
the things we do — without even thinking, are taken away from us, we are lost for 
social interaction and activity. 

It is this enforced shutdown that brought many families together in a way that otherwise would never have 
occurred. It was an opportunity that was afforded to us all to spend time with those we love most. The 
flip side of that coin was that there were other members of our families who were, and perhaps still are, 
cocooning and it was not possible to visit them. Nursing homes were closed to visitors, as were hospitals, 
and many people missed special family events and moments that would otherwise have been causes of great 
celebration. On the other hand, there were many stories of great sadness when loved ones struggled with 
the death of a spouse or family member. It was at times like this that I felt helpless, as we had to curtail the 
content of a funeral service in line with government regulations at the time. I must confess how humbled I 
was as people cooperated and understood the constraints that we as clergy found ourselves in. To those who 
have lost loved ones during this pandemic, I offer my heartfelt and sincere condolences.

Throughout the closure of the Church, the Rector and I went about our duties in a very changed work 
environment, contacting the more vulnerable members of the Parish community, those living alone, those 
who we knew were sick, members of the congregation whom we knew had had falls etc, and to this end I 
would like to thank the many volunteers who assisted us in that task. One of the positive and heart-warming 
things to come out of the current heath crisis is the great sense of community and care shown to our 
parishioners by fellow parishioners and neighbours alike. I can honestly say that every person I contacted 
had nothing but good things to say about the way in which they were being cared for by neighbours and 
parishioners alike. Thank you, one and all. It goes to show that the Parish motto – ‘Serving the Parish and the 
Community’ - is what we are about. 

As a Christian Community, we have indeed looked after one another and have also looked after our 
neighbours; this too is the action we are commanded to do – “you shall love your neighbour as yourself”. 
Another venture the Clergy discovered and mastered, was the weekly recording, editing and uploading 
of Sunday and Wednesday services to Facebook and YouTube. I know from the feedback that these were 
very much appreciated. They have now been replaced by the weekly live streaming of Sunday worship from 
Christ Church, Taney at 11.00am each week. I am also aware that this live streaming is very much appreciated 
by those who join in the worship from the comfort and safety of their homes. From speaking with many 
parishioners over the past number of months, I am aware they received great comfort from the prayers and 
online worship resources that kept them linked to the Parish and the community.

Throughout this difficult time, please remember you are not alone; as a Parish and a community, we are in this 
together and it is with the combined efforts of us all that we will get through this, and we will come out the 
other side of this pandemic. We are here to listen and to assist you in whatever way we can. Please continue 
to stay safe and follow all the guidelines as issued by the relevant authorities.

There is one more thing I would like to say about the past five months and that is a huge THANK YOU to all 
the frontline staff, who simply, by going to work put themselves in danger of contracting COVID-19. We in 
Taney have a number of parishioners who are frontline workers: To them, and to all our frontline workers in the 
health service and beyond, I simply say “Thank you, Thank you and Thank you”. May God watch over you and 
protect you.

Nigel
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LETTER FROM REV'D CHRIS WEST

I thought I might say a few words by way of 
introduction, though I’m probably no stranger 
to you at this stage. I had the privilege of serving 
and worshipping alongside many of you during 
a placement in Autumn 2018. I also had the joy 
of speaking at your Uniformed Organisations’ 
Service in February 2020. These were such 
wonderful experiences from my perspective, 
thanks to the warmth of your welcome and all 
the extraordinary people who make Taney Parish 
the place it is. I look forward to getting to know 
you all better, as your Curate Assistant, after my 
ordination to the priesthood on Sunday 27th September.

Growing up in rural Armagh, my parents, Linda and Nigel, helped to foster 
my sense of vocation. They held me in their prayers (and continue to do so), 
taught me the good news that Jesus is ‘alive and at large in the world’, and 
encouraged me to spot him there. Later, they would do the same thing for 
my younger brother, Owen. Faith, for each one of us, has been about daily 
courageous trust in who God is, what he has done in Christ, and what he 
continues to do in our lives.

As many of you already know, one of the most significant moments in my 
own life of faith occurred during my time in medical school. While attending 
a celebration of the Holy Communion, I had a sense of my own identity as 
someone who is loved and invited by God. Coupled with that was a strong 
sense that God was calling me to share his hospitality in the Holy Communion 
with others. I had experienced a similar sense in my early teens, and – to cut 
a long story short – I left my studies to pursue training for ordination with the 
Church of Ireland.

After two wonderful years of full-time study in the Church of Ireland 
Theological Institute, I had the privilege of completing an intern year in St 
Andrew’s Church, the Parish of Killyman, in the Diocese of Armagh, after 
being made deacon on 1st September 2019. It has been a memorable few 
months for so many reasons. We have navigated through many “changes and 
chances of this fleeting world” in the most recent ones, to borrow a phrase 
from one of the collects at Compline. Each news bulletin seems to change 
the world a bit more. I hope you have been taking good care of yourselves – 
spiritually, emotionally, medically – during these constantly changing times. 
Thankfully, we “may repose upon” God’s “eternal changelessness”, as the 
same collect goes on to reassure us.

“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever” (Hebrews 13:8). 
The past holds for him no missed opportunities, the present no anxieties, 
and the future no uncertainties; so, we can entrust our past into his mercy, 
our present into his love, and our future into his care. A change in ministry 
is always a new adventure – perhaps this is even more the case in this new 
territory we are all learning to navigate! In these days of change, please pray 
for me as I am praying for you.

For now, all that’s left for me to say is, “See you soon!”

Chris

CHANCEL GUILD
Decorating Christ Church and 
St. Nahi’s during lockdown was 
obviously an impossible task, as the 
churches were closed to the public 
and only available to the Clergy 
for live-streaming Services. Lynn 
O’Doherty, Vera Scully and I put our 
heads together and came up with 
silk flower arrangements for behind 
the altar in Christ Church. We will be 
continuing with this arrangement for 
the foreseeable future. 

Jasmine Hourie

GARDA BAND CONCERT
On the evening of Friday 7th 
February, in Christ Church, we had 
a musical treat in the form of the 
Garda Band. Led by Inspector Pat 
Kenny, the 30-strong band played 
all sorts of popular songs such 
as ‘Sway’, ‘Galway Girl’, ‘In The 
Mood’ and ‘Save the Last Dance 
for Me’. They also covered hits by 
Ed Sheeran and Michael Bublé, 
and Waltz No. 2 by Shostokovich. 
Inspector Kenny introduced 
everyone in the band and highly 
praised the catering skills of our 
own Coffee Shop ladies! Hands 
were clapped and voices were 
raised in song, particularly for their 
beautiful rendition of our National 
Anthem, knowing they would be 
playing it again before the Ireland 
v Wales rugby match the next day. 
A truly enjoyable evening! Many 
thanks to Mark Armstrong and the 
Fundraising Committee for their 
hard work.
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ANNUAL GENERAL VESTRY ELECTION RESULTS 2020 

The following are the appointments and results of the Elections which took place at the Annual General Vestry 
which was held in Christ Church, Taney on Monday 24th August 2020.

Rector’s Churchwarden Christ Church  Gillian Haine  
People’s Churchwarden Christ Church Ian Geoffroy 
Rector’s Churchwarden St. Nahi’s   Elaine Wynne 
People’s Churchwarden St. Nahi’s  Richard O’Donnell 
Rector’s Glebewarden   William Hourie 
People’s Glebewarden   Nigel Macken

Select Vestry 2020 – 2021
Caroline Brennan, Peter Connor, Helen Geoffroy, Vivien Hood, Trilly Keatinge, Paul Kingston, Graeme Murray 
Carol Newburn, Kate Shearer (Hon. Secretary), Evelyn Sloane, Jill Thorne and Joe Wright (Hon. Treasurer).

Parochial Nominators 2020 - 2023 
Richard O’Donnell, Helen Geoffroy, Roger Brooks and Joe Wright

Diocesan Synod Members 2020 – 2023
Roger Brooks, Peter Connor, Ivan Rafter, Linda Dwyer Joyce, Amy Hourie and Stanley Bloomer

Supplemental Diocesan Synod Members  2020 – 2023
Carol Eggers, Graeme Murray and Neville McDowell

Supplemental Nominators  2020 - 2023 
Carol Eggers, Harry Masterson, Peter Connor and Walter Newburn

We are exceptionally grateful to all who attended this year’s meeting under what we understand are difficult 
circumstances. We also thank those who made themselves available for appointment to office and election to 
the various Church bodies.

CONFIRMATION 2020
Due to Covid 19, 
Confirmation did not take 
place on Sunday 12th 
May as originally planned. 
However, we are hoping 
to hold our Confirmation 
Service on Saturday 7th 
November 2020. 

Please continue to remember 
in your prayers our young 
people in their preparations. 

Confirmation Candidates: 
From Taney Parish:
Shona Bowers, Alex 
Curtin, Clara Delany, Hope 
Keaveney, Harry Larkin, Amy 
Macken, Finn O’Neill, Derick 
Owhor, Beulah Rowen, 
Annabel Squires, Sophia 
Stewart, Aaron Wallace
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We are delighted to announce that one of our parishioners, Cllr 
Emma Blain, has been appointed as Editor of the Church of Ireland 
Gazette. She is only the second woman ever to hold this position in the 
publication’s history.

Emma began her career in journalism with the Sunday Independent 
and Sunday Independent LIFE magazine and has contributed to many 
other publications as a freelance journalist, writing for The Herald, 
IMAGE Business and Irish Tatler among others. She is also experienced 
in online communications, having worked as Head of Digital for Fine 
Gael for many years through various election campaigns. 

Emma was educated in Taney Parish Primary School, Wesley College, 
and University College Dublin where she obtained her MA in Politics. 
As a mother of two small children, and an elected County Councillor, 
Emma values the importance of community and in connecting our 
communities throughout the island.

Emma recognises the historic and important role the Gazette has 
played in the Church of Ireland and is committed as editor to continue 
to inform, entertain, engage and connect readers and members of the 
Church of Ireland through the pages of the monthly magazine.
If you have a story that you think would be of interest to the readers 
of the Gazette, Emma would be delighted to hear from you at 
editorcofigazette@gmail.com

PARISH NEWS
EMMA BLAIN APPOINTED EDITOR OF CHURCH OF 
IRELAND GAZETTE

TABLE QUIZ
Rev’d Nigel hosted a table quiz on Friday 22nd November 2019 
in the Sinnamon Hall. It was a great success, raising over €2,000, 
in no small part due to the 20 tables who participated, and those 
who bought raffle tickets, supplied prizes and gave generously of 
their time. We extend our sincere appreciation and thanks to the 
Fundraising Committee for all their hard work on the evening.

HARVEST THANKSGIVING 
SERVICES
SUNDAY 4 OCTOBER 2020
Christ Church Taney
10.15am Service of Morning 

Prayer
11.45am Holy Eucharist for 

Harvest Thanksgiving

* Please note that both these services 
will take place in Christ Church

The 11.45am service will be the 
Service at which The Rev'd Chris West 
wull celebrate the Holy Communion 
for the first time as Priest. 
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Sustainable Eco-Friendly Face Coverings
Most of us are required to wear face coverings on 
public transport and in places here we cannot be sure of 
distancing two meters from others. Have you considered 
the environmental impact of using single use disposable 
face masks?

•  Disposable face coverings are generally made with 
non-recyclable synthetic plastic materials.

•  Contaminated masks have to be disposed of 
carefully and will be sent to landfill or incineration.

•  If not disposed of carefully, we are already seeing 
single use masks on our roadsides, rivers and 
beaches. This will threaten health and wildlife.

•  Disposable masks disrupt the supply of medical 
grade masks to those who need them.

•  We are likely to be using masks for some time and 
it could be expensive.

Tips for using washable reusable face coverings:
• A mask can be made at home, using old recycled 

fabric, cotton t-shirts and old sheeting. There are 
many patterns online including HSE. You don’t 
need to be able to sew as some patterns are 
stapled together.

•  Irish companies and individuals are making and 
selling facemask and would welcome our support.

•  Some charities are selling face covering. ‘Masks 
that Matter’ are sold in support of Trócaire, Marie 
Keating Foundation and Irish Hospice Foundation. 
Check out www.aideenbodkin.com/shopmasks

•  Researchers note that cotton is one of the best 
materials using two or three layers.

•  If it is see-through, it won’t be effective.
•  It will save money.
•  It will prevent masks going to the landfill.
•  The mask can be washed in 60˚C soapy water, dried 

and reused.
•  Carry a pouch holding a clean mask if needed 

when out and to take home a used one.
•  Make sure your mask is comfortable, otherwise you 

won’t wear it. Like with all clothing, find the best fit 
for you.

Finally, a reusable mask is good for you and those at 
risk around you, is better for the environment and saves 
medical grade masks for those who need them most.

Keep yourself, and the environment, safe.
Carol Newburn.

Following negotiations going back over a decade, Dun 
Laoghaire Rathdown County Council have recently 
provided a water and sewer connection to St. Nahi’s 
Church. This means that the Parish is now in a position 
to install fresh water to the vestry in the Church and toilet 
facilities adjacent to the Church. This has been a long 
hoped for dream and which will not only enhance the 
Church facilities for parishioners attending worship, but 
also make the facility more attractive as a venue for small 
concerts and cultural events.

The provision of these utilities to the St. Nahi’s campus 
became possible as a result of protracted discussions 
with the local authority involving the exchange of a parcel 
of land on the Southern boundary of the graveyard 
owned by the County Council in return for the church 
authorities releasing certain restrictive covenants over 
Council property on the eastern boundary. As part of this 
exchange, the Council agreed to provide a water and 
sewer connection to the Church building.

This exchange was negotiated by Glebewarden William 
Hourie and originally by his predecessor, David Randall.

Work is now underway to provide wash-up facilities to 
the Church vestry and the construction of a toilet in the 
grounds adjacent to the Church building. This will be the 
first time that running water and sewer utilities will have 

been made available to St. Nahi’s in its 800 year history! 
History in the making indeed!

Should any parishioner wish to contribute to the cost of 
the construction and alterations involved in this project, 
estimated to be in the region of €10,000, please contact 
the Parish Office: 01 298 5491

WATER SUPPLY CONNECTED TO ST. NAHI’S AFTER 800 YEAR WAIT!

TANEY ECO
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TANEY BELL RINGERS - NOISE FROM THE TOWER

PARISH ORGANISATIONS

Ah, the excitement of it all! We were 
happily preparing for the Lindoff 
Cup bell ringing competition which 
would take place in Christ Church, 
Bray in mid-March and had secured 
some extra practices in their tower 
thanks to the help of Rev'd Baden 
Stanley. Then a few days before the 
competition was to take place, a 
discussion opened up in our own 
tower one night after practice. The 
result of that discussion was that 
some of our bell ringers were not 
comfortable with taking part in the 
Lindoff Cup because of Covid19 
and so one complete team pulled 
out of the competition. Within the 
next 24 hours, news came through 
that the competition was postponed 
until further notice due to the 
coronavirus. This was promptly 
followed by all service rings and 
practices being cancelled at that 
time as the nation was encouraged 
to stay home and stay safe.

I have to say that I, and other bell 
ringers, found this to be a difficult 
time…to go from meeting with our 
bell ringing family and ringing bells 
a few times a week, to suddenly not 
seeing each other and not being 
able to ring the bells at all. 

We have a great team at the 
moment in Taney tower and we kept 
in contact by our WhatsApp group. 
Memories of bell ringing trips in the 
past were posted to keep us hopeful 
that we would have more trips some 
time in the future. Some posted 
photos of what was keeping them 
occupied in Covid times…puzzles, 
quail eggs hatching, knitting, the 
activities of the swans at the pond 
in the local park, humorous memes 
to add lighthearted moments to 
the lengthy days, a Scouts badge 
received for bell ringing goals 
reached. We enjoyed videos of 
doorstep chats with one of our 
team who was cocooning, another 
singing a song to us, another 
enjoying peace and quiet in their 
shed heaven and another sharing 

bell ringing websites he had found 
helpful. We sympathized with those 
who had lost loved ones. We were 
thankful for Rev'd Nigel’s text to keep 
in contact with us to see if we were all 
ok. Sometimes there was a glimmer 
of hope…some churches in Northern 
Ireland were ringing on Fridays at 12 
noon in recognition of the amazing 
job the frontline workers were doing. 
We hoped that maybe we could join 
in too but alas that was not meant to 
be at that time.

About two months into the 
pandemic restrictions, we heard 
about a virtual ringing room. This 
was a joint venture by two bell 
ringers from Boston, Massachusetts 
who developed the online site so 
change ringers could continue to 
ring with one another even when 
socially distanced. We found this 
to be a brilliant way of keeping our 
skills honed while keeping in contact 
with each other. The Ringing Room 
site was featured on BBC in May. 
On the site, you can choose 4, 6, 
8, 10 or 12 bell ropes or handbells 
and these are rung by pressing the 
computer keypad or mouse. With 
great wisdom and foresight, it was 
suggested that we concentrate on 
Minimus (4 ropes) methods as the 
reality was that when we returned 
to ringing we would only be able to 
have 4 ringers in the tower due to 
social distancing. There is no audio 
in the Ringing Room for speaking to 
each other so we used WhatsApp 
for communication initially but then 
progressed to splitting our screens 
with Google Meet on one side and 
the Ringing Room on the other. 
Leo Varadkar’s comforting words 
on 5th June brought tears to my 
eyes. He said “In the end it’s only 
a passing thing, the shadow, even 
darkness must pass. A new day will 
come and when the sun shines it will 
shine out all the clearer. That new 
day is now approaching.”

That new day approached for us in 
early June when we got the great 

news from Canon Robert and 
Rev'd Nigel that subject to one or 
two amendments, they were very 
happy with the Health and Safety 
statement we had ready for when 
we could return to bell ringing. We 
were so thankful for their support.
It was such a privilege to ring 
the bells for the service led by 
Archbishop Michael Jackson in 
Taney on 29th June when churches 
were allowed to reopen with limited 
numbers. We only rang 4 bells 
because of social distancing but 
we were so glad to be back in the 
tower again ringing with the new 
ropes that had been blessed earlier 
this year.

We are currently ringing only 4 bells, 
sanitize our hands before, after 
and during a bell ringing session 
and we wear masks. For health 
reasons, we cannot speak out call 
changes unless we wear a mask 
and visor so someone came up with 
the ingenious idea of playing the 
call changes from a mobile phone 
through a speaker. Last month, Cyril 
Galbraith recorded call changes and 
we played this mobile recording 
through the speaker for a Sunday 
service ring. We have a wedding 
to ring for this weekend, and an 
outdoor handbell practice.
Until next time, keep safe.

Helen Little
Assistant Ringing Master

Cyril Galbraith 
cocooning at home
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YOUTH NEWS

DUNDRUM BROWNIES
This has been a really unusual few months for Dundrum Brownies, much like many other organisations 
and everyone in general.  After our initial shock at the lockdown in March, we quickly re-grouped and 
decided to try to run Brownies online to give the girls some continuity and structure at a very challenging 
time.  Having thrown the idea out to all our families and made clear that there was no pressure to attend 
virtually, we held our first Zoom Brownies on Monday 20th April after the Easter break.  It was such a 
success that we finished out our full Brownie year online!  

Each week, the girls got to update us on all they had been doing and they even got to do their 
independent badge work.  We awarded 52 badges across the group including Independent Living, Pet 
Lover, Green Fingers, Cycle Safety, Brownie Cook, Science Investigator and a whole lot more based on 
fabulous creative work that was submitted to us.  At our meetings, we also had scavenger hunts, guess 
the music games, and did some Covid-themed Arts and Crafts to recognise the contributions of front-
line workers.  Of course while they were fun, our online meetings are not the same as being together in 
person!  We are really hoping that we can return to Taney Parish Centre for Brownies again in Autumn and 
are awaiting guidelines from Irish Girl Guides so when we return, we will do so safely and successfully.  We 
have a full house for the 2020/2021 year but if you would like to add your daughter to our waiting list, just 
email us at: dundrumbrownies@gmail.com

‘LADYBIRDS IN LOCKDOWN’
Happily, Ladybirds continued through lockdown using Zoom for group video calls.  The girls logged in each 
week in their uniforms and could enjoy seeing each other and hearing what their friends had been up to.  We 
managed to run a range of activities for them in this way including crafts, games and an end of year picnic 
where the girls tucked into their home-made jelly and other goodies!  The girls also managed to complete 
badge activities, with a particular focus on nature. 

 It was great to be able to help keep them busy in their own back gardens looking for bugs and birds.  And 
hopefully a nature scavenger hunt which was designed to be done in the 2km radius has helped them to 
notice many wonderful things in their own area. It was great to be able to offer them a taste of normality 
in these uncertain times so we continued through for longer than normal into June.  Keeping Government 
guidelines in mind, plans for the Autumn return are still under formulation and we look forward to welcoming 
our new members and wish the girls leaving the best of luck in Brownies.
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When you’re a nurse, you know that every day you 
will touch a life or a life will touch yours. My nursing 
career started with four years’ training back home in 
Islamabad, Pakistan. I have been serving as a nurse in 
critical care since 2010. 

My decision to become a nurse was influenced by 
one of my aunts who was a nurse and deaconess. I 
wanted to explore a different horizon when I decided 
to travel to Ireland for work. It has been challenging 
and rewarding so far. 

My work schedule is varied depending on my roster 
which is 12-hour day or night shift for three or four 
days / nights per week, giving me almost three to 
four days off per week to recover. If working day 
shifts, my alarm clock is set for 5.00am. This gives 
me time to get up to have breakfast and prepare 
lunch (if not prepared the night before) and leave 
home at 6.30am. I walk to my nearest Luas station 
and travel to O’Connell Street. From there I make 
my way to Mater Private Hospital making it to the 
nursing station at 7.30 am for a handover briefing 
from the night staff. This briefing allows me to 
familiarise myself with the patients which have been 
assigned to me for the shift.

Each day is different depending on the number of 
patients and whether they are pre- or post-operative, 
admitting or nearing discharge. The level of care and 
observation varies depending on their condition, 
and some can be challenging at times. I enjoy 
being a nurse, making a big or small difference in 
people’s lives. It is very satisfying to see sick patients 
recovering and going home. After a long 12-hour 
shift, I look forward to handing-over time and getting 
home to bed for a rest. Travelling on public transport 
can be a challenge and can add an extra hour or so 
to get home after work.

I’m not sure but sometimes night shift seems to be 
harder than day shifts, especially if working two or 
more nights in a row. It is literally bed to work (and 
vice versa) and it can be hard to get any personal 
things done. 12-hour shifts day or night are draining 
and stressful. Sometimes the best way to survive 
them is to keep going, no matter what. It’s not hard 
to sleep during the day time after a long shift but it 
certainly is difficult to get up at times. Time seems 
to pass quickly until the alarm clock goes off and it’s 
time to get up again and repeat the process. 

On my days off, I try to salvage my social life which 
has been tougher in recent times. Before Covid, I 
used to go hiking with a group of friends and meet 
up for a cuppa and chat. Ireland is a long way from 
my home, family and close friends. During my free 
time we keep in touch thanks to video calls on Skype 
etc. I was lucky to have my parents come and visit 
Ireland just before the Covid-19 craziness started, 
as it might be a long time before I am able to see 
them again in person. We visited some interesting 
places during this time and the highlight of the visit 
was meeting and having our photograph taken with 
President Michael D Higgins in St Nicholas’s Church, 
Galway during their 700 year celebrations. 

I am now almost two years working in the Mater 
Private Hospital. I am looking forward to the next 
stage in my career when I move to St. Vincent’s 
University hospital at the end of September. I will be 
continuing to dispense comfort, compassion and care 
to the best of my capacity. 

A DAY IN THE LIFE...
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TANEY PARISH HARVEST APPEAL 2020
Each year in Taney, we ask parishioners to make a special donation 
to a nominated project as a 'Thank Offering', not just for the gift and 
bounty of Harvest, but for all the Blessings we receive from God’s 
hand on a daily, weekly and on-going basis.

This year, we are asking for your generosity for the provision of 
sanitary and toilet facilities at St. Nahi’s. This is a long awaited and 
overdue item on the Parish wish-list! A report on the project is 
carried on page 9 of Taney News.

You will find enclosed in this magazine an envelope for your 
donation along with a contribution slip. Please fill this in and return 
your donation to the Parish Office. 

This can be done in various ways:
1. Put your envelope in the ‘Donations Box’ in the Church porch 

on a Sunday morning.

2. Post your contribution and the 'slip' in the addressed envelope 
provided. (Please do not send cash through the Post.) Cheques 
should be made payable to ‘Taney Parish’.

3. Drop the envelope and 'slip' into the Parish Office during Office 
hours. 9.30am-1pm, Monday-Friday.

4. Contact the Parish Office (01-298 5491) and make your donation 
using your credit or debit card.

Please do remember that your contribution will be added to your 
regular church giving for ‘tax back’ purposes (provided your total 
financial contributions exceeds €250 in a calendar year).

We are extremely grateful to all our parishioners for your on-going 
support, particularly at this difficult time.

Thank you!

TANEY PARISH PRIMARY 
SCHOOL
Welcome back to all students of 
Taney PPS!  What a summer it has 
been!  

We have been extremely busy over 
the summer getting the school 
ready for the safe return of all our 
students this September.  We have 
been liaising with the Department 
of Education on all best practice 
guidelines and have put together a 
comprehensive document that was 
emailed to all parents in August.  Our 
staff have been trained in all areas of 
‘safe practice’, including distancing 
while teaching effectively, dealing 
with a First Aid situation, etc.  

Essentially, each class will become 
a ‘bubble’, with learning groups in 
each class becoming a ‘pod’. This is 
to limit contact between students as 
much as possible.  With this in mind, 
students will be dropped off and 
picked up each day at staggered 
times.  Break times will also be 
staggered.  As per Department of 
Education guidelines, students will 
not wear masks but all staff members 
will.  There will be no extra-curricular 
activities until at least Hallowe’en but 
this will be reviewed nearer the time.  
Parents must make an appointment 
to conduct school business on the 
grounds and contact lists must be 
kept up-to-date.

For those parents who previously 
used the Parish Centre to wait 
between collecting children from 
the younger classes (Jnr Infants, Snr 
Infants and 1st Class) and collecting 
children from the older classes, 
please note that the Parish Centre 
is closed.  You are free to wait in 
your car in the Church car park 
but no-one will be able to use the 
facilities in the Parish Centre. 

These are challenging times for all 
of us but with co-operation and 
patience from all sides, we hope 
that we have a safe and healthy 
school year.   
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HOLY BAPTISM

8th December 2019 – (in Christ Church) – James Thomas, son of Rebecca & Peter Cronin

28th December 2019 – Jessica, daughter of Emma & Brian Lenihan

12th January 2020 – Olivia Rose, daughter of Rob & Tara Owens

12th January 2020 – Cara Anne, daughter of Paul & Avril Griffin

23rd February 2020 (in Christ Church) – Tom O’Connell, son of Kim & Mike O’Connell

30th June 2020 (in St Nahi’s) – Henry James, son of Claire and Andrew Power

25th July 2020 (in Christ Church) – Scotty Susan, daughter of Beverley Finnegan and Nick Symmons

25th July 2020 (in Christ Church) – Edie Kate, daughter of Ian and Aileen Horsfield

25th July 2020 (in Christ Church) – Cameron Charles, son of Jonah and Joanne Keatinge

29th August 2020 (in Christ Church) – Remi, son of Elona & Marius Stephan

29th August 2020 (in Christ Church) – Rian, son of Cillian & Karen Thornton

WEDDINGS
27th July 2020 (in St Nahi’s) Helen Martin & Stephen Doody

8th August 2020 (in Christ Church) – Christina Burke & Matthias Heinz

FUNERALS

21st December 2019 (in St. Thomas’ Church, Mount Merrion) – Honor Stuart

6th February 2020 – (in Christ Church, Taney), Norman Holmes

29th February 2020 (in Christ Church) – John Barkley

22nd April 2020 (in Mount Jerome Crematorium) – Muriel Hinds

29th April 2020 (in St Nahi’s) – Mary O’Hanlon

6th May 2020 (in Deansgrange Cemetery) – Alan Goldsmith

7th May 2020 (in St Nahi’s) – Vivienne Quin

8th May 2020 (in St Nahi’s) – Helena (Lena) Bothwell 

29th May 2020 (Mt Jerome Crematorium) – Robert Galway

23rd July 2020 (in Mount Jerome) – Andrew Moore

12th August 2020 (in Mount Jerome) – Pearl Mullen

BEREAVEMENTS

Our sympathy and prayers are with all who have recently been bereaved, remembering especially:-

Barbara King on the death of her sister, Monica Kingsnorth in England

Marjorie Marshall on the death of her brother, Tom Jinks in England

Anisa Parkes on the death of her mother, Paulina Coovadia

Caroline Brennan on the death of her mother-in-law, Sheila Brennan

The family of Honor Stuart

FROM THE REGISTERS
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Gerard & Susan Gogan on the death of Gerard’s father, Larry

Rev. Trevor Holmes and Keith Holmes and families on the death of their father, Norman.  

Yvonne Rankin, on the death of her uncle, Victor.

Vivienne Barkley and family, on the death of her husband, John

Will Dixon and family, on the death of his sister, Mary Ronan, in the UK

Joan Flood and family, on the death of her brother, Harry Deegan

Daphne Scott on the death of her brother, Neville Quin

Andrew Quin and family on the death of his uncle, Neville Quin

Hilary Langheld and family, on the death of her father, Rory McDonagh

Roy Huber and family on the death of his sister-in-law, Olivia Huber.

Jenny Kyne and Linda Duffy and their families on the death of their father, Stanley Dagg.

Catherine Coxon & Stephen Hinds and their families on the death of their mother, Muriel Hinds.

Carol Robinson Tweed and Tom and their families on the death of Carol’s mother, Patricia (Pat) Robinson.

Andrew Quin and family on the death of his mother, Vivienne Quin.

Daphne Scott on the death of her sister-in-law, Vivienne Quin.

Lynda Goldsmith and family on the death of her husband, Alan Goldsmith.

Janet McLoone and family on the death of Janet’s nephew, Andrew Kenny.

Anne & Nigel Pierpoint and their family on the death of Anne’s mother, Lena Bothwell.

Eve Carter and family on the death of her brother, Alan Byrne.

Rosemary Davies and family on the death of her brother, Robin Miller.

Fiona & Anthony Galway and their families on the death of their father, Robert Galway.

Susan Jenkins and family on the death of her husband, Andrew Moore.

Nicola, Lorna, Karen & Peter Darley on the death of their father, John Darley.

Helen & Ossie Baily on the death of their nephew, Brian Murphy.

John Keogh on the death of his brother, Henry Keogh.

Mark Sweetnam and family on the death of his brother, Lloyd Sweetnam.

Kate & Ian Shearer and families on the death of their brother, George Shearer.

Ruby Mullen on the death of her sister, Pearl Mullen.

Joan Flood and family, on the death of her brother, Harry Deegan

Allan Chapman and family on the death of his mother, Margaret Chapman.

Richard & Karen O’Donnell on the death of Richard’s mother, Marilyn Christenson.

Aidan McLoone and family on the death of Aiden's mother, Phyllis McLoone.

HOSPITAL VISITS
The clergy would appreciate being told if parishioners are in hospital, going into hospital, are being 
transferred or if they have been discharged, and will be pleased to offer pastoral support. Please understand 
that at present the Parish clergy are precluded from visiting hospitals and care homes. However they are 
happy to engage by phone and/or by greetings cards.  
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PARISH GALLERY

Recording of Services during ‘lockdown’

Social distancing in St Nahi’s Scene of the crime!

Taney’s Hell’s Angel!

New temporary layout in Christ Church Church in ‘Lockdown’


